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T was not without ſome 
Reluctancy that 1 deter- 


READER 
min'd wich myſelf to com- 


| mit my Thonghts v 


the following SubjeR,to the Pub- 
tic. Im ſenſible a new Author 
is like a ftrange Bird, ftray'd 
from his Company ; and conſe- 

ntly not only liable to be - 
peck'd at by the whole Flight of 
Criticks, but expoſed to their 
moſt exquiſite Cruelties, rather 
than Wit or Judgment. In- 
deed the. firſt Adventures of 
| this kind will receive Advan-. 
[A2] tages 
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tages from few , every 1 amotg 
the Learned: Order:;.fince'the 
ſofteſt, the graveſt: Genfures are, 
That, the World is. already: too 
full of Books, that -rather. ſerve 
to diftratt. our Thoughts, than inte © 
form Our ; Judginents , or inprove 
our Knowledge : That the Prefs 
is the Parent of -more - Impertir 
nences, or crude and empty Nb- 
tions than uſeful Truths ;; and con 
ſequently, ſerve to detain an ite 
adviſed Reader u pon the Surface, 
whilst a few, "Þ - choſen Aus 
thors, would let him yo the Mar» 
row and Quinteſſence of Learns 
ing. Theſe are indeed unque- 
ftionable Truths ; and;perhaps 
this Adventure may | ſerve: to 
confirm 'em. But this is--not 
all; for it's obſervable-ſome Men 
of Figure and Station,:;;on: 
wan, diſcover their Averfionsby 
their 
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theix Wiſhes :' They could parti 
wiſh. that the preſent Difpates ar 
Controven fres myht fall, having no 
m—_ %; = Food Effetts or Ad- 


Jem." 1] -muſt con- 
pros ant ſe are Admonitions that 
ſhould be attended to with Cau- 
tioh, to- prevent any Man from 
beingover-hafty i in Commencing 
Avthor.: But: yet if 'we conft- 
der the Induſtry, Inſolence, and 
Boldneſs of our Atverſaries, the 

open Attacks of ſome Authors, 
and the Artificial In/ſinuations of 
Others; And in a word, the 
united Zeal of theſe Perſons to 
Unhirige and Demoliſh, without 
Prop 'the leaſt Model to 
ſucceed their Ruins; Ican ſeeno 
reaſon why thoſe that are Ad- 
vocates'for Truth, and "Guar- 
dians of: an Eſtabliſhed Church, 
_ fuffer Controverſie to fall, 


(A 3] by 


To the Reader. 
þy allowing them to empty their 
Gall. and Filth without ecu 
fition or Controul. It's ; very 
certain, that the Notions, now 
| fo current and induſtriouſly: pro» 
pagated, are the whole Stgok 
or Cargo. of mg and” Ir- 
religion, of Error; Prejudize, 


or Diſguſt, that have been hatch- 
ed and nurſed - in private for 
2 whole Age togethes, and are 
now vented By the Liberty 'of 


the Preſs; and therefare thoſe 
that. diſcountenance the Afſail- 
ment of ſuch pernicious Adverſs- 
ries ſeem to eſtabliſh a new and 
unheard of Indulgence, which 
no one, but Criminals, - muft 
have-the- heaft Benefit''of. / It's | 
well known, the Conceits of Br- 
ror, and Boldneſs of Irretigion 
are ſuch, That the moſt cone 
and frothy Performance, not lied 


gating his Notions ; and by 
- ;maeiins, the weakeft and moi 
-untouth Suggeſtions are by tract 
of I une rivettet} in an injadi- 
cious Reader, when an. early 

1 had cauſed 'em to be re- 
K with Scorn. and 'Con- 
temps. _ From theſe Confiderati» 
ons, the Labours and Endeawobrs 
| of the Members of our Chareh, 
may be ſufhcrtently vindicated ; 
a Fountlation for an Apology to 
, my preſent Undertaking. 

i' I have: here endeavoured: to 
 Freprefentthe Faindatiomand Me- 
fares 'off Natural Religion » 1/be- 
ing-2an Expedient not! only: to 
- induce;a'Senfe of Religion, but 
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to: prepare ihe Mind Fey” 
ſent to Revealed Reli ton, "the 
Comiplement and: Perfe&ion - of 
it.” I'm ſenfible there are-ſeve- 
ral. eminent Hands | have i/been. 
engaged :on- the 'Subje&-;;. but. 
having: few- of. the prevailing 
Principles of this Age” tocon- 
tend with, they have not-fal- 
len -in with my main . Defign, 
which was to calculate a Scheme 
of Natural Religian: in Oppaſiuins 
toem. i 

I :thought myſelf. obliged to 
Animadvert on ſome Authors, 
not -only . where (they / ſeem to: 
averturn. the: fundamantal Prin-: 
—_ of Morality, but: where: 

_ have advanced Arguments: 
or Infinuations that carry-a' ma-: 
ntfeft Tendency that wa — 
Defign, - I pa; ers will 
obtain a favourable. Goats 


ion - 


— 


—_ # 


FO a 7 " . 
; Fs 2 WS 1A Reader. 


: That. an. artificial Infinuation, 
us Argument - ad- 
Mi by a-Side-wind, carries 
amor fatal A than bold 
- peremptory tops. and 
_— I'muſt confeſs; the 
Author: of the Efſay of Humane 
anding,. diſcovers fuch 'a 
kr Way of Writing in all 
his:Performances, that, Fm 
| ſwaded, he Defgns more than he 
as yet thinksiit ſeaſonable to-Ex- 
preſs: And therefore L.have uſed 
him with more Freedom, to.o- 
blige him to place ſome Aﬀerti- 
ons ina better Light, and ex i 
his: Meaning: more fully, -1 


his: intentions. I have red in 3... "cu. 
my.iQpinion':from- two: excel.c 7m 
The Cer- 


Reader will find nothing: but 
« Difference in Opinion, | cter-Kigimis | 


| lent:Diſcourſes ; '* but, I-hope, 


m 


An: ;- Gneo-tis well. known, 


General. 


' To the Readey. 
mined. 'by a Ehread of 

ment. Befides, * "tis: Marker 
that do not affe& the main. De- 
gn of either of the Diſcourſes, 
that ftand- firm: and! unſhaken; 
eftabliſhed upon the cleareſt Ar- 
guments and Conclufions. I hus 
much I thought myfelf obliged 
to Remark ; becaute I never) in- 
tended to Detract from the Cha- 
racer. thefe Authors have ju 
merited,. or leffen the Reputatt- 
on or Efteem of fuch ufefut Per- 
formances. 

And now gwe- me leare to 
conchude with a few Periods, 
with reference to myfelf andthe 
following Difcourfe : I havehere 
deliverett. my Thoughts form'd 
in the- midfi © of = great many A- 
vocations, I have. aded: wh! 
all imaginable Siicenty in” the 
paurfait of Truth, -and- refigned 

| up 


To the Reader. 
-up my Judgment to nothing but 
'that-- Light, or thoſe Notices 
which were gained by the fair 
and moſt" dire# Methods of 
Information. Fm 'as yet per- 
fwaded I have repreſented eve- 
ry' thing according to the 'pre- 
cue Lines ' of Truth ; but if F 
have any where' miſcarried, 1 
can fafely_ declare *tis without 
Deſign, as mach as without Pre- 
pudice __ any I have oppo- 
ſed. My great Aim was not 
only to recoyer diſcarded No- 
tions, but a Senſe of Religion ; 
by eftabliſhing 3t upon its trae 
oundations ; not only to filence 
Infidelity, /but to remove -that 
Scepticifm,. thoſe Doubts and 
Hefitations that prevail concern- 


ing the/ moſt important Poms 


of Natural Religion. But theſe 
are Effets too great tobe ac- 
\ compliſhed 


7 - oe , 4 4-4 
: 
7-4 | 


Ts. the'R \ ads. 


compliſted: without the \Gontng> 
rence , of - Heavenly, wy vn 
We may: Wiſh. and” Pray::for 
*m, but \we.. miſt commit: the 
Sucees of:'em.to the Far nes 
of , Grace: and  Mercy,: These 
muſt be. ſome more: than ardi- 
nary Effufions. of. Grace to: ens 
gage Men in; the Uſer and Ex+ 
erciſe of . thoſe: Means, which 
God has eſtabliſhed for the :Di- 
ſcovery. of. the Divine , Will; 
ſomething. to take off the Con- 
tempt of thoſe Ordinances which 
God has appointed for the At- 
tainment: of .this End ;* ſome- 
thing that will Corre& thoſe 
unjuſt, - but prevailing Prejudi- 
ces, againft an Order of | Mens; 
eftabliſhed by God in his Church; 
whereb 4 they are rendred /s: 
deſpicable for want of Honeſty. 
as Senle, This - 1s the Work: 
E- of 
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EP O="s God is able a wel 


HO to accompliſh It in his | 


ker yo time, Fo 
od8IE: the following Patra fall 
into the” Ha $ of Mer of theſe 
Sentiments; 'F*catr affate*-them 
they'll find | nothing of the E- 


Peak Arts or tery- of 
craft, nothing of #ny de 
_ fogn ax Leader, nothing peculiar 


to ithe zaty Guardians of Creeds 


and Profitable Inventions, -ſo of: 
ten hinted *by the late Author 
of _ the Hons cd Chriſtia- 
nity, But if any thing offers 

| If, ' that cannot well be- dis 
eſied, I ſhall” freely embrace 
fairiand. pertinent | Anſwer, and 
endeavour to. make ſuch Returns 


as, I-hope, - may, at/ laſt,” beget” 


ll Convicon on both fides; 
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The Tetredultian:. 


Riikes and Maxims? And tho*:otheis.as: | 
yet.cannot Diſcard all Revealed Truths 
yet they a& as if they were Adyocates. | 
for the Cauſe ; whylſt they allqw:ns a+: 
ther Riſe, or Original-to. Moral;Rules 
- angels, , than Caftom, Edecation-and: 
W unaccountable Traditions 1 Jibale 
(are Mens Procemtggy which)- ſen 10 
EL nn 
The Subverſion of a 
holy Religion is by this means, ſtripe of 
{t convi A 
7 Truth and Divinity, its Intrinſic 
neſs and*-Purity'; | y an Appeal 0 
Precepts of Natural Religion, - The Be» 
hever muſt \grant, That if C#ffome, ro 
_ cation and an; unaccountable Tradition 


ve Birth-to all the-prevajling! Princs 
= of Morality, .the Argimen ye. 
Intrinſic Purity. of any Religious 
cepts will fall-to the ground : and when 
the Deiit- has beat him' from this For- 
treſs, - he'Il eaſily perfwade him that 
the reſt is Chear and: i The Be- 
Kever haying"then'thus hr reg 
Notions of ty, wilkhow come it- 
re Play, and fothagk ns: ade 
to he! Deitt and himſelf too, 
both '*Converts to Atheiſm þ by 
' On: Forwwheg the Morality ae 
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0-4: "TH. Now, ie tnderto'this: __ 
requiſite to make a ſhort Survey of 

tho Oren el State and Condition of Mans , 
kind, ork befor and after the Fall}, 


very 
TY itd/os with Fas 
Ws, to enable us to'diſcern, or coni- 


\ mgncc every . Part, or Branch of. it. 
| true, 


Laws of Nature were never. 
preſented to the View of*the Mind; by | 
an = fore oe without 
kdeas thro? the A *But. - 
+ Reaſon will chlg- ro cond 
t ofan 4 "Creator, 
and -the Expreſs Imags of +4 Pex on, 
came -fortt#of his Hands 


kf: All his Powers, pun 5h 


Appetites, were corre and regular: 


— Thoſe native Paſſions. and Poppin | 
; "whichare: now. tooofteni the Parents 


Diforder and Confuſion, were,no doubt, 
ociginally conſtant Attendants,and faith- 
ful Handmaids ta the Powers of -Rea- 
ML LIEN Zeal, that Cotn- © 
Ronen 4 


Rar; arr x bur the 
Dn emo 
thus corre&, the Images of Things 7 
needs be preſented to the View of the 
Mind-in their native Shapes, , and. Pro- 


apr Aifpl in the 


rain of 'DeduQtions, withour the | 

Frippiogs,. or Miſcarriages. So that - 

. | Frame, "was ena 

Hldola in; in a wonderful Stock'of ſub» . _ 
and make ON: 


Line of 
(But 4forhogy irs highly'c« | 
Rokitha to ins; as the Peary races 


of the World had adorned his and. | 
| © LR with 41 deſirable Perte- 


ivine Preſence, 


ag Preface, 


F 


=_ 


AQivity 5, 60 t- 


ker, *he Purfij ICY and Divine 
Knowledge ; and equently -to en- 
pape'n Perſeverance in the Lite of Dy- 
be j, with the vemoſt Conftancy and Re- 
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A Prot 
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y 2.-But pow riende, as: welbas- YL 
Resſon,toofa ns;there'sa pow« | 
erful, and. almo irreſiſtible Bias c onthe-" 
Animal Port, that bears an: F 


we; 2 Bias that dif rage 
: r{ Efforts of Infancy ; a Bias arte 2 
RO ly Hy or 1f 
ed even by the CO = 
Education, ; When phy. na Powers of Nas: 


Ape] to —— 5} 75 T 
fol UP 1n 
on, and conſeque ntly / Ang 


wr to-be molded at Pleaſe: : tu = : 
wg this Bias endu'd, as it were; with 
a gantick' Strength, able-to reſiſt the” 
a ah powerful ——_ obſtinate un- 
-der I Loeb and untrattable under- 
Counſels.or Perfuaſives. In a wg 6+” 
has introduced an internal :Ru vs 
the whole Frame of Man, ren io 
2 kind 'of unnatural Produttion, "aft | | 


by rwo ſite Princi les, - | | | 
for- EEE ana ——. 

agree facred: Langua 56. 1 
hes raiſe a0 inteſtine nad fn crerat War, - 
or = 


» 


y Teſtimony te Sultans oor 
Il found it wove inwith their'Na- 


Their Opinions were various ; however, 
I ſhall mention the chiefof 'eits Plarerch: 
charges the Szoicks with aſcribing Evil as 


well as. Good ro God's Providence,” and: . = 


ky tk it- mo ht of Abſurdities; 


us Stoicos,] * Tiygny "om « 10674 . 
My why $67 xe] & Thw "73 ©xe wpirocas, ({."— 


Td a imiraay dTorids \afCarvci; T4 58 mor dja- 
bor 1 naxdy. drips inyles 3 wilt s 6&5 71 ic by 0ehe 
5 xaxie-; Dui. If this were true; why ſhould 
they tbe more concerned to dif} penſe Good re- 
ther 4hhan Evil; or how is i poſſible' that 
Evi a be hateful to *em ? "This ane 
[;was-an Opinion egtremely groſs, 
and-confequently rejected by _ | 
_ 5 1 


; rind 
ring Pri att york ya 1 
from the Erernal Mixture of Good 


and; Evil, a well as the nporkcor 


and Allay of Good, concludes, We are 
ated b Rag x 
us on, in #' 
poaryrucr', rt andthe other 
' Tis uady 6nt od RE 2 a ers 


FEEL, 
Or EBV 
Good, © a# youry idies £ "7 Ow 


ies, it's well. known, it was 

-angient DoQrine. among the Hea-i 

.toaſcribe the Origin c of pd, a 

evolent SPIES, called 

ſes that"could 24 

Minds, as well as-Bo- 

Men, and: diſpoſe and. iacline 

0 evil AQtions.  Platarch, 'inthis 

ives a full Account of the 

| and the Natire' of **m ; nay... 
. ivers it as the Doftrine of Plato, 

eras, Rynocrates, and Chryſippus, 

wing that of the Anciens Divines, 

DT bag: Nodes Ib. P+ 360, The 

n-of Zenoorates is very remarka- 

, who. attributes Obſceneneſs, Irreli- 

| and other Evils to certain powerful 

ur char pirits,;nhabiting the Region 

of the Air, <4 take Delight in ſuch 

| Eiras puoes &u Te apeu & ern HEE AG ey 

0 vents dorojmes N xt oxvlpons, di: rape? Tis 

mal Tarts. Irs well known » the Romans 


ſtantly aſcribed the _ of their 
2g z —- | ery "_ ar 


dic pon attend%em from 
h, Ge Things oth Mid, 


mon "The Introduction, © 
but contributed to the ming their ye-,. 
ry CON Indeed, ' it's high 
robable, thele were itions trant-. 
raed rom the Greeks to the Romany, - 
ians to the Greeks, . 


ſuch a lively manner, as if he had tal 
it from th roveried Cayon, In rhet rſt 
= ne nn ie 
AD Fares bf him and the expreſs 
Image of his Maker. "z5 33 =is K8y3 xooxdg 
Mdxoou@ wid 74 evumond|& wry dgbdf}s od par 
10, dxwr Sax 7% SItkgys 287+ [ Flier. Comment. 
; in Pythag. Carm. p. 17. Ed, Lond. 1673.) 
After _ in his CONE on the Ne 
ture and Frame of Man, with reſpe&, 
to the Riſe, or Origine, of Good and 
Evil, he repreſents, with what a pow- 
erful Impulſe we' are carried into Evil, 
Eng it to be the Effet of 
wilful Apoſtafie and Revolt from God, 
and his Society 7 Even a Society which 


we once enjoyed) ight, 'Er dvyi 
z<t#p 3 whereby an invigcible Propen- 
fion to the Things of this Warld is con- 


_ trated, He confirms the e's 


272, 


P e252, t0 
ET by.the Learned. TE of 
Warefter, and. applied to: the; preſent 


facy.: and- fe pegs vow 
an | 
reeiry of another Citation. | [See Orig. 

Sec. Li 3.] 


Cap.3 
Firs Aithis,v's indiſputably evident, 
werdhigh- 


the Learned Heathen World 
l «> wqguoatnlr ue nagar agric and 
the grpatel? part were in TAs 
——k its Wnt Original, ſome of 
wk the Fea yu erved ſome» 
e Foorſeps It However 
Dn ſenſible of -its dif 


i{Cchiefs. 


But now 1 near _ 6 has a- 
p ys neue unfolded this Myſtery , by-c-, 


. that a Native' DepraviryavirS. 


-was mma thro? the Trenſgreſſion of 
of our Firit Parents. 1 know the Dez#t, 
, and the Asthor of the Reafſona- 
blenefi of Chriſtianity, look upon this Do- 
Qrine to be a piece of > or Jargow: 

formed by the thoſe 

«xs of their alin Creeds, and profitable 
as this Author has it. + But as 
az Deir, —_— Senſe of Man- 


The Introdufhon. 

kind, and the DoQtrines of Philoſophers, 
are conſiderable Arguments. to render 
the reveaPd Accounts of it high] wghly'pr 
ble : And therefore, unleſs he able 
to diſprove the Truth, and —— 
of Revelation, on the ſame Foot thatwe' 
overturn 'any other Hiſtory,” Pm 
eqtoots Notions, 3 puden _— 
—_— im t 

or DetraCtions. As for the "Au 
thorylof the Reaſonablenefi of C 
ty, endeavouring to undermine 
ruption of Human Nature upon Adam's 
Tranſgreffion, (See p. 6.) he gs have 
conſider'd, that it was always theipre 


vailing Do&rine of theChriſtianChurch, 
That 1t is made an Article of the Efta- 
bliſh'd Church of E —— of which he 


would perſwade the World he's aſound 
yand Orthodox roy and as- yo 
"rY Article he has aQtuall 
tho' che Word of God 
xls Tere rol meer his FL 
pravity is $ 
fion, yer there are ſuffecient Authorities 


byackaramd whence we may" infer-ir, 
ny gender > Nr rw 
Adam were undoubtedly affeted/in'the 


ee Es 


W Po. 


ww @ LSE woos” OgYPrYI ) TEM MME AS... 


ayes Introdubtion. 
Spiritaal as well as a Tem- 
ron ſuch-a Death, at 
of Scriptare im» 
SE the.Faculties of the 
Litas» well as:a Diſſolution if the 
Avimal and: Spzyitad Principles, / In a 
ward "ir may Feirly be inferred, -that, 
that (farnal. Principles that point ris oae- 
ads, that meeais the whole Of-ſpring 
—_ erp are, $9.55 0h, 
uxderiSin, or reigning Law in 
our Members, that brings ws into Capti» 
©ity'to.the Law of Sin, ſo that when we 
would do Good, Evil is preſent with us ; is 
the Effet of Adam's Tranſareſſion 'The 
on this Death was undoubtedly deri- 
V his Loins, on all his. De- 
{cendents ; and the Seeds and Principles 
of a of » higher Death were certainl as 
z even tho? eternal Dea 
=—T imputed by making him 
the Repre Ne of Mankind, -fince 


theſe.:Seeds and Principles, in the Lan» 


'of ithe. Apoſtle, would at kaft 
al 08y:: s #0 rm Ewen 


unto Death, mn V. Fs 
EF know: the 5 


(\the Juſtice of God, or -Ha- 
[C3] rangue 


1 
| 
I 

i 

i 
| 
[il 


The Intreduftion.. 
rangue the Impoſſibilities/ of. it + 
dmcary has not- clearly. revealed, 
and we cannot fully comprehend; how 
ſach a Depravity is —_——— oe > 
leſs propagated. But, certaml ar an 
never the Buſineſs, or Deſign 


tion, tocommunicate the Manner _—_ the 


Divine Tranſa&tiaas, no more thanto 
Authorize us to- reject 7em, becasſe: -_ 
cannot comprehend the manner of *em. 

was never a Rule of Revelation, —__ 
our own Faculties of Perception, in com» 
prehending the Nature of 'Things, or 4n 
reconciling *em to+ the ſcanty Notions 
we have conceived of another Revealed 
Truth, the Standard, Teſt -or Meaſure 
DEST 
cleareſt Evidence 

comprehend how 


n uſe we cannot 
contracted, or becauſe the Notions 

of nite Juſtice, tho? formed by. our 
_ ( as weithink) muſt 2 a 

Baſs, and Unwarrantable. - But how- 
Fran that _ Adverfaries / want 
the Adva 
that Orig! 


Cn ori may be ral 
ed,"and Tranſminted | cb tie NG 


5 53 of wtdl 
- k. _ ny, LY IJ 
F hy . 
=Y " p 
"I. . 4 r 
. I % << ,y 
« 0.29 


< = 
ws 0 
” 
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© And firſt; IDEN 


of the Anian Pare, or atts as 
2 ifaw Hs our Members, warring 
tht Law of our Minds, contendi pos qo 
oppolite Intereſt to-chs Lanes ol of right * 
Reaſon;-or the true Interefts of Human 
Nature: :Now, that this 
may bethe Effe& of Adam's T 
fron, there arerwo or three Circumſtan- 
bios + -render it mere highly gy 
-Forfirſt,. Tho? the Violation-of a 
fitive Law, contains preform 
his Obedience, yet it certainly im a D 
horrid Violence committed = org, 7 or i 


ff thoſe Deſires, and Propenfions;: that 

engaped us in the Obſervance of :Gud*s 
| "and thoſe SatisfaQtjons that 

word, ir molt exinguſl all thocPowers 
it-mu 

of Divine Love, ſuppreſs thoſe Blights 


of Zeal in exerciſing the Mindy-rand 
Thoughts in_ Divine 


the Glories and ror ofiour Ma» 
ker;'and in Thingsas will 


render us rtabh, like like hin 'So that 
this' Grand At of- Diſobedience;, muſt 


contain a Fe weep artnet 


bates and Reſolutions, before it 'was 
committed : For certain! the Powers 
of Nature being ſo exquiſitely fitted _ 


;A an Obediential /Temper, and the 


deeply poſſeſſed with a Senſe of the or 
y_ ted - ome Bounties of 

ing from frequent Inter- 
courſes, and EEE the De- 


vitmuſt pla ptations'a { conſide- 
rable time, x Gor promiſe him- 
{elf- ſuceek. 1: hs Paſſions and'1 


| tyi >the Lutt of the Eye, - of 
F$leſy, ' and Pride vf Life! fone s now, 
25 - "TI 7 who * 


note 


| "erat Everoton? 1 conch It's Rs hr 
— Diſobedience, was car- 


.  Hetl'on by a Complication of evil Prin- 
!-eiples;3- inforauch, that it ſeems to have 
the ſame Foundation, that in other Caſes 
couquinety, & ciut have thy lems BE 
,.1t ave the ſame Ef- 

ficaey 1n fon vicious Pro that 
is attributed-to vicious Habits. But now 
the of viciqus Actions is too 
fatally coahirmed by Experience and Ob- 
ſervation, to be-diſputed-in Theory; 
; 
| 


. every Act res the way for a Re 
| ror 4 : bays: a confirmed "Habir = Pf 
. Bias like a Second Nature; a Bias, that 
l in the Sacred Language, is as ble 
of being remov*d, as the moſt ſubtile 
ProduQtions of Nature : Can the {Ethio- 
fan: change his' Skin, or the Leopard his 
Spots? -It's manifeſt therefore, that the 
Diſobedience- of our firſt Parent, intro- - 
. duced an Internal Corruption, by way of 
Natural Efficacy, =_Ly ts of Devine | 


The Intraduftion. 

which: i in reality were pro whe 0 
Paradiſe - 0 al ly xt the fe 
Paradiſe, and con ntly , 
cial Imercourſes of the Divine Preſence'; 
and the Curſe that fell on the ProduQts - 
of, Nature ; we muſt concludg, that the 
Defe&tion of our firſt Parents, introduced: 
a perpetual, and almoſt ingincible Cor- 


ruption. ' 
And firft, If we altaſſerr; what with 
Reaſon has been already eviaced, 
or _ nn —__ the 
ine Pre as as t In- 
mer rr our Maker, ym er kr 
ful, ropreſerve a Senſe-of Duty, as well 
—_ everance init ; How fatally. muſt 
the Excluſion from the Divine Preſence 
expoſe our firſt Parents to the Dominion 
of thoſe Lufts, which their Diſobedi- 
ence had newly engendred ? But then, 
when they are not only driver from the 
Preſence af- the Lord, but condemned to 
' eat their cad in the Sweat of their Brows,' 
and converſe with little, but Thorns and 
Brambles;. and the tedious Merthods-of 
Husbandry hos y muft+rheir: 
Mind and T 7 Say, 


Appetite? i whe clog 
YL ran anon ne | 


SAY The Tntroduftion, : 
aothing to the Diſobedience. of our 
than what the Word of 
nk fri Fiſh waa 
wit, the 424185 the 
Spinity and the Law of the Members war- 
ring egaini# the Law of the Mind , and 
bringing *em into Captivity unto the Law 
of -Sin-avd Death. If the 
of fuch hag fatal ng cannot well be 
accounted for.in the Deſcendents of our 
firſt Parents, I'm abundantly convidced 
it muſt unavajdably eſtabliſh it{clf in the 
Frame of their Conſtitutions. © But tru- 
ly, there's no Colour of Reaſon offers -it 
, why ſuch a powerful Bias, or Can« 
, unleſs ſuf by - an over- 
Power, ſhould not be tranſmitted 
= the common Laws of Geacration. 
Indeed, A arts we o__ Propentions much 
_ par pes A 
4 457 Habit, depend oa 
te Dj ition of the Blood, and Ani- 
Fore, inſomuch that they often 
_ the Natural Conſtitution ; 
Lean conceive, why a general Conta« 
of this Nature may hot ary 
Tm 


;. that fome ors in 


hr 
gs, may alter the Fraijne of parti« 


b 
& evybe d 


- 


- one that has the Sovereign Difj 
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\ Art . s 


cular Conſtitutions, and -diſpoſe. a. Pers 

"fon to ſome peculiar Vices more powers 
fully than others ; bur Pm perſwadetl, a 

change can never be efteted by yr 

of 

the Powers of Nature, hat weigheth the 
Mountains in Stales, and the Hills ink 


_ Ballance, can prevent all yicious Proper 


ſions from being tranſmitted from the 
Parent, - optheir praper Offpring., 11 
And thus, I hope, I have it ſome 
meaſure given a Rationale of an Qriginal 
. Corruption, that repreſents an «navoids+ 
ble neceſſity of ſnning and provoking God 
in all our Attions. (See Reaſanablexef 4 * 
Chriſtianity,' P. 5.) And yet it is . 
ſtent with the infinite Juſtice of God. I 
have enlarged more fully on the Subje&, 
becauſe it will lay a Foundation to repre- 
-_ the Expeadtency, or Neceſſity of Reyes» 
tion, \ $4414 


$ 3. And firſt, Having already: cons 
cluded; that Man, 'in his prefeat. State, 
and Condition, is ated - by two oppolite; . 
Principles, 1inyolyed in .two oppor 
Mut te? eaclv,.contending for. Go+- 
verameat,.and Dominion; it may, calis 


1y be diſcerggd how, our | Attainments 


in. Knowledge"'are aff:&ed 5 whaeby 
| i 


Os TR A LIKE 
- Revelation will became highly neceſ- 


oy Os certfinly, the Re-ſearches of 
Reaſon, in ſuch a divided State, canne- . 
ver be'elaborate, and corre& : For firit, 
it cannot be denied, but 'the Avenues of 
Reaſon, take their Riſe from the Animal 
Part ; and conſequently, all the Marteri- 
als of Reaſon muſt make” their paſſage 
this way. | Nay; er,, the Avimal 
Appetites, and P are the imme- 
diate'Springs, 'and Movers of Reaſon; 
and therefore, ſince it is condtuded that 
the Bias of the Animal Part is fo formii- 
dably ſtrong and powerful, we cannot 
imagine, but Matters will be {oordered 
as to prevent ar conſiderable Diſquiſ 
tions. For by this means the Ideas of 
things will not only be often diſguiſed, ' 
and preſented. in a falſe Light, or Drefs, 
but the Importunities of the Carnal Part 
, will not ſuffer the Mind to dwell upon 
.any Obje&, "that does not comport with 
its Intereſt ; they will not ſuffer her to 
- place it'ir- the Scales, and try its Worth 
and Value; by any fslid Debates and 
Counfels ;: and cointequently Miſcatria- 
ges'will ariſe, for want of due Applicas - 
tion, and Attention of Mind, 


Tx: Now. 
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Now certainly, fince this is the frue 


State of "Things, we muſt place the Ac- 


of Knowledge under the greateſt. 
ifficulties : It will not only embarraſs. 


and perplex every Thought and Work- 
ofthe Mind Huecur the Scheme 
of all our Enquiries ; and therefore tho? 
the Fundamental Lines of Duty may dif- 
cover themſelves to Human View, or 
Perception, we cgnnot think. to launch 
_ into the - yer" my Galercy 
1covery of thoſe co ntial Duti 

that ure abſolutely cen to the Con- 
duQ of Human Life, The common Ne- 
ceflities of Human Nature, will intro- 
duce the Knowledge of the principal 
Lineaments, and Proportions of Duty ; 
but we can never deſcend to a Diſcov 

of ſome other conſiderable Parts, and 
Circumſtances, that make up the Com- 
plement of Duty. In a word, frequent 
ns, and ſolemn Fomahe pnermg 
0 ing may engage ſuch an appli- 
cation 'of Mind. hoy. AM enable pP to 
work off the ſubſtantial PartSofthe Line 
of Duty ; but without theſe Arts and 
Methods, *and wittout:Time, and Lei- 


fire; 'a Man may ſpin out a thoughtleſs 
Life ; or, at leaſt, rhe Mind will be 
weighed down by 'Azimal m__ 


= 


o ES. ar BSSea[£$s..- ae.o=s os is. .-c a cuff. aids. et 


and it ſelf in nothing bur 
5 He Prov for the Eleſp, to faijil 
f 
ck hg can any Man pronounce 
latior unneceſſary? What, tho? 
Profleence has not ha left the World 
'rath reduced it ſelf to 
h_ diſmal Circumſtances, .but that 
with cloſe Reſearches, and unwearied 
Vi tg of they may calculate the _— 
Ay Duty ; yet it cannot be 
NRarry a kind of Ignis fataus Hh 
a be apt to lead a great 
Mankind into Bogs,' and a thou 
Miſcarriages 3 and fore we cannot 
think: it unneceſſary to be ſecured from 
ſuch fatal Hazards, and Difficulties by 
having a Digeſt of Laws laid before us, 
that remain as an unqueſtionable Stand. 
ard of Duty. What tho' the common 
| encies and Neceſſities of Nature, 
" I the Frame agd Condition of our Beings, 
| Wl by the Light of natural Reaſon will di- 
re& us to the Ground-work of . Morali- 
and. natural Religion, 1t can be no 
Argumens that the Light of natural 
eaſon can enable ug 20 raiſethe Super- 
ſtruQure ; that 4s, either to accommes 
date thoſe ws we'can diſcover, to the 
Caſes X gp nitances of humane bolts » 


> me L Hof w * 


to bong us for that is: 
for-which God has 
> \lignfd/ us, qantane Tyan hare" 
vices trul ble to- God: o(Cer- 
tainly if w refl on thoſe incxtricable 
Clogs, Obſtrutions and: Encumbran- 
ces, wherewith corrupted Nature'ap- 
pears to be encompaſſed ; we muſt'pro- 
nounce it impoſſible, that the Powerge 
natural R bn ſhould carry us thus far : 
It's certain, tho natural Reaſon 
preſent moſt of the Fundamental Laws 
of Nature in a rough Draught; yet. 
; mothing bat Revelation is -able' to cn 
*em: their finiſhing Strokes, - and'their 
proper Graces and Perfe&tions; 'and dif- 
play *em in their Conſequences'Ap} 
and Deduttions; I meag* 
as are abſolutely. neceſſary to' eds 
and Purpoſes of living well, 'and"at- 
taining to'a State-of appineſ$: And 
if natural Reaſon cannot/pre- 
tend to furniſh ys "in" theſe. Caſes, ſhe 
muſt ſubſcribe to the N _ of Reve- 
-Jation, In- 


| [as'rhe Frame of Marte 
ſtands; we-muſt artribute ſuch 
Peiformances to-4' Work of Time, - rs 
the Labours;''and Obſervations 
bur rag "Ct 1 Produ@ ofa few 
that by a peculiar Ge 
arm red themſelves/frome- 
culgo» Afairs;;  agd: conſecrated. 'thefr 
Thoughts to the Obſervations' of 'Hy- 
-manie,)Nature;\ and yet the Whole at 
JaftSenounts no higher-rhan a few 
olitions formed #1 


we —_— 


TT 


Thomas and arid theſe oftey: 

and op Fx _ of their! 44 
.threny* con y- can tarry* 
higher» Authority "or |CharaRter - rhian 
Learned C Nd, ' And noW- linec 
Reaſon and 


ce de nitrate; as 
wales CN A Ang 3 
Canon keems'to be'a blues 
7 —_ 4 | 
[D] kind 
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by 


eelary',..to: 
—— Duputes of "hi Ar: 
walls anftmugbooerens jar. 
Expence 4m. af 
d Canon. was nicefſuy to give. 
the maſt. clabanate: Diſcoveries of Ret- 
ſon, ; the par gc of Laws, nas hugh 
@s.4t was necefjary they -be'yihs- 
red . ito the World with the; 7a 
Credentials of Divipity, andieltabli 
gpon competent and Ceporly Rewind 
eto comic Ez June 4 
YET comely » this Arcunite? ot-' 
vichſaoding: :the-' utmot. _ | 
yh rſede the: of 
d-44 what will as e , | 
he Necaſſey of ' Human: 
| Iyil Ig. It's 


pon pn, of - = J 
pr ibe Jer I Uh 


onto ih 


Fer. the highelt Preten 
Agit,. it Was, NECg | 
iyy, Government 
bought. and Parts 20, wark 0 
pf Layws,,.. for the Conduct 6 
y . Concerns, . 


nal, 35. ine Ke 
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The Introluftion. | 
Propenſions derived fromthe Loins 'of 
our Anceftors; - that weigh ' down he 
AQivity of the' Mind,” but. we are'all 
onfortunarely brought forth in Im 
tence ; -arid*-conſequently” are! forced to 
ſyck in-the Superſtition' and Abſurgil 
ties; *as well ag Impieties of our' Parents, 
of the preſefit, as well as' paſt0 apes: 
Theſe muſt unavoidably go" open; 
ther” with our Reaſon, and-mmprove 
with the Strength .and Vigour /of 'olt 
Bbdies:; ſo'thar when we- arrive tothe 
Uſe of Reifon, we have not only"n- 
tive ' powerfut- Propenſions; but as" y40- 
lene Prejudices to grapple: with. - © 


oy 


In the firſt Age of r + rms where 


Men emoyed the Inftrudions:- 6f our 
firſt Parenr, the Laws'6f Good and Es 
vil, Virtue and Vice, were. cleat* att 
legible; the Stream was pure and' un- 
tainted, ' when it juſt iſſned "forth from 
the Fountain ; but by length of 'Fra®; 
it gathered Filth and-Mud; 'for'every 
Age was a 'Common-ſhere,"1to' eramil- 
mut al its Vices and  Irregqularities? 13-77 

"This was the caſe of the old World;as 
it is of a great part of this; 'at' this day ; 
of miſerable Indians, as well as hardned / 
Amediluvians ; the Imayinitions of white 
Hearts by this means were to'do evilieom#- 

| nually, 


\. -.. ; The. Introdacuon: 
uhely,: and their Underſtanding s being paſt 
feeling, mere incar ably. darkned; 

Ky pr einrm ay when Men happen 
tq be barn under ſach. an. unfortunate 
Climate, where joſtead of living, they 
{zem-40! be; buried in an invincibleStare 
ob:Igoorance ; how is it -poſhble they 
canever: be-reduced to a Senſe of Duty, 
&r:a&-like Men, or Reaſoning Beings, 
till;they ;are cnlightned by: the convin- 
cing »Beams of Revelation? Whilſt 
their Minds are encloſed: in this State 
of Egyptian Darkneſs, no Wonder if mn 
the Sacred. Language they ſhould grope 
or ſeek after the Lord, if happily they 
- WH mnught feel bim ought, and find him, tho? 
WH 44 62 wot far from every one: of us ; and 
- Wl certainly; } if the: Caſe - of - ſome-- poor 
WW Wietches jn+the World was fo deſpe- 
WI rate;; that -they:-might_ eaſily - mils 1the 
Diſcovery of a. Law-giver, it's impoſſ» 
: WW dle- they; ſhould form a Body of, Laws, 
as anindiſpenſable Rule of Attion.. Who 
can therefore diſpute the Neceſ/ity.of a 
Revealed Difpenſation, when Mankind 
is reduced to ſuch forlorn and diſmal 
Circumſtances, any morethan ſupprefG 
nd.difown the ſurprizing Graces, and 
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$..5. Bur further, we may demion- 
ſtrate the Neceſſity of Revelation frojh 
certain Defe&Fs in Natural Rey. 
are only to be ſupplyed by Reyelatibn; 
and by-this means we ſha conic and 
ſtrengthen the preceding Arguments. 
And firſt the Neceſſity of i e108 
diſcovers it ſelf in the Notion and,Hs 
ſhipot a Go» : It's well known, thigugh 
the Conſideration of our: own Frame, 
and of rhoſe things without -us, may by 
the Light of natural Reaſon induce the 
Belief of a God ; and, at leaſt give. us 
an imperfe& Idea of his excellent; Na- 
ture, yet certainly the latter 1s not to. be | 
attained but by Men of Thought and 
Obſervation.  'The unthinking Valgar 
are ready to reſemble the Godbead by 
Gold or Silver, or Stone graven by Art, 
and Man's Device, But after the niceſt 
Diſcoveries, that natufal Reaſon ca 
tend to, ' we can no where find the God. 
head repreſented in its true Graces and 
Perfe&tions; but in the Book of Revela- | 
tion. 'Again, tho? Natural Reaſonmuſt 
-4jQare,that God is to be worſhipped; yet 
tocalculatethe preciſe Way,and Manner 
of it, ſeerns to- exceed the Sphere: of 
its Altivity : To worthip God in a ſpi- 
ritual Manner by Prayer and Thankſgi- 
ving, 
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The IntrddaZion. 
Ving, ſeems extremely reaſonable,” be- 

uſe” hight” confohant*to his bleffed 
tute "bur 


yet had Revelation beth 
Hens in en Hye i rmmer- 
fed in Senſe; enfible ObjeAs, wauld 
never have earryed us-rtach lvelthe 
Bo "and ſcandalots Ways, and Rites 
f Heatheri Wotfhip. The whole World 
in theſe Caſts lay in Tgnvrdnce ind Super- 
fition'; and therefore the Purity 'and 
6n6ur of God ſeems to" indace 'a kind 
' of Necelfiry, or Obligation” on tim; to 
make'a Reform by a revealed Difpen- 
=fation : Its his Prerogattve to determine 
what Worſhip his Creatures ſhall*pay 
"him; and the a&twal Determination of 
it, is the Buſineſs of Revelation, 

Again, The Neatfity of Revelation 
is abundantly exprefſed in the Enfbrce- 
ments of Divine Laws: For the? natu- 
ral Reaſon might inform us, that Re- 
wards and Puniſhments are the inſepa- 
rable* Conſequents of the Obſervance, 
or Violation of Laws; yet "it can never 

© - pretend to ſtats the} Nature, or Mea- 
ſure of *em; and yet this ſeems abſo- 
 lutely neceflary to a due Enforcement 

- of '/Laws, to fecure art Obedience aptee- 
able to''the general Intention of *em. 

+ It's the Prerogative of every Law-gi- 
OPS [D4] © ver 
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ver to aſſign. proper Rewards apd/Buy: 
niſhments ; and/Jt the Supreme: Lawrgty 
ver.of Mankind has got done:it-in a Stake: 
of Nature, it's highly-neceflary,he ſhould | 
do.zt,under a State of:Revelaton--4i| 24. 

Laſtly, I would, fain kaow; whether: 
natural Reaſon ,can make . a ; compleas;; 
and. convincing Diſcovery of the;Hultory 
of the Creation, or. that of the Fal,and the 
diſmal Conſequences of it-; iof the-Qrder 
of Spirits, and particularly of rhe Malevo- 
lence of the wicked One and his 4ſſogsates ; 
of the Nature of the Souland its Immorts- 
lity; and of the Nature aud Certainty ofa 
Future State ; Theſe are certain! "Things 
of rhe higheſt Importance in the: Aﬀairs 
of Religion ; and tho? natural Reaſon, 
and a nice Thread, of Thought might 
advance a great many noble Speculati- 
ons ;. yet. we-find.-the Learned diſcqur- 
ſing of ſome of *em, as a kind of. happy 
Preſages, rather than eſtabliſh'd Trut 
Neſcio quomodo inheret in mentibus-quaſt ” 
Seculorum quoddam. Augurium fut worum 
[Sic, Tuſc. Quzft. Lib. 1. Tit; 4. P.:3504 
And certainly nothing, -beſides the -ſpe-+-- 
cial Communications of. Heaven, could 
ſettle ſuch weighty Points of-Philoſo- - 
phy : Theſe alone were only; able:tq;;fi- 
Jence, the Eternal . Diſputes; and Di- 

| {trations 


The-Introduchion. 
raftions of the Heathen Schools. - The 
Warld: view'd ?em but: thro': = Glaſs 
davfh; but Revelation ''prefents- ?emm 
Fare #0 Bice. The World in theſe Caſes 
was like the Men-of Sodom, ftruek-with 

MORE, dad etoping or the Door ; the 

KeyotKnowledge.: They ate the. Beams 

of Chriſtianity, that are only' power- 

ful-enough at orice to melt off the Scales, 

and cbavey a full Ray of Light into the 

Soul+' Tr's a Peculiar of the Chriſtian In- 

ſtitution, to diſplay the Nature, and 

Certaijnty of a furure, and exceeding Re- 

compence of Reward,: «nd bring Life and 

Inmortalicy 40: Light through the Goſpel. 

IYs- anothier Peculiar, to -pteſent:Man- 
kind with a: true Landskip of *emſelyes, 
and the Miſeries of their former'Cond- 

tion3-*to diſplay the indefatigable At- 

— the _ of the Fen o the 

, ths Spirit that worketh poiverfully is 

the C bildr in of Diſobedience, and __ 

Merhods: of fencing againſt him :"Are 

nobtheſt Diſcoveries of the higheſt Im- 

pdrtance? -Are' they not indiſpenſably 
neceffary © to-render' us Favourites of 
Heayen, - to ſecure - Peace and Safety in 

this World, and- to condut us:to the 
oY. gee Happineſs in another? If 

'thefe things $1 to diſpute the'Ne- 
fig? | ceſſity 


The Introduction. 
ceſſity of Revelation, 'is a greater A 
ment of ths Iniquity -of our Will, hi 


Judgments, ſince-it 1s not watit of, Hvi- 


dence-br\Convidtion, - but theaweightof 
Bafenefs'and Ingratirude, that obliges us 
to reproach and quarrel 'with our Great 
Creator for his ineſtimable. Mercies,,. 7 


$.-But further, another Argument of 
the Neceflity of Revelation will, ariſe 
from the Mi/chiefs, which the Fall has 
brought on Mankind , in reference 
to PratFice, Indeed here an Original 
ion does ſufficiently ſignalize” it 
ſelf; here it diſcovers its Strength-and 
Authority in a very remarkable manner. 
For it's the general Complaint of *Man- 
kind, that the Animal Propenfions wm 
down the Soul to that degree, that 
is not able to purſue thoſe Duties which 
the plainly diſcovers to be fuch.. The 
exalted Heathen : Moraliſts, the 
moſt improved Aﬀceticks always con- 
feiled- their Impotence in Matters of 
PraCtice ; they freely acknowledged that 
their Aftions fell infimtely ſhort of their 
Informations, or the Line of Duty: :Flie 
Orator"has long ſince obſerv*d, Fhat 
the ' wiſeſt Sages among the Greeks, as 
well''as Latins, could diſcourſe and 
Writc 
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Wire vpoa Virtue after -a 'magnificent 

Miattler th they ſhamefully'miſcarct 

ed, where it was to be reduced to Pre- 

Qict:” Luibas cans facere non: y to- 
a} Bhatrtn & ſcribere honeſte & 'magnifice 

#rebut; (Cie: Orat. pro Ccalio;pi44s; Ed. 
Lond} $9 that it was not thi Kynavery of 

_ Prieſts, in filling the Heads of their People 

wit alſe Notions of the Deity, and-theit 

| | with fooliſh Rites; or #n exclu- 
| ting Reaſon from having any thing to ds 
| with Religion ,” that obſtrutted the Pyo- 
| graſs of Virtue, 4s 'a late Author on ever 
| fur [Aegeſed, [See Reaſonabk 
of Chriſtianity, p. 2575 264.] bat" rhe 
| Corruptions of Human Nite, that row- 
dared the bet Rules and Inſtruftions almoft 
-wſeleſs, But now, ſince Mahkind/ſeegms 
to*be placed under moral Impoffibilt 
ties of aQting purſuant to the Lines of 
Duty; it's abſolutely neceſſary ſuch Pro- 
viſions ſhould bemade,as might put'them 

--mtoa Condition to bring theit Attions in 

'/ fomeMeafureup-to the Line'of Dury. 

_ ** And, certainly,” nothing leſs can fe- 
;- Cure" {0 great a Work than 'a written 
Code, - and thoſe Methods Providence 
hasconerived to enforce the Obſervance 

of it: By this means their” Timd'and 
"Thovghts will not be engroſſed 'in deep 
a : Re- 


. 


"I 
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Reſearches after the Line of Duty.;..and 
conſequently a competent Share of hath 
may be reſerved in advancing Arts;and 

Methods to. eoforce the Practice of it; 
* By this means the Worldenjoys.a ſtands 
ibg Order:of Men, by Divine Appoints. 
ment, whoſe Office is not. only to.prez 
ſerye the Line of Duty entire and gre 
rupt';_but to preſs and. inculcate the 
Obſervance of it by. all. che: Methods, of. 
Perſuaſion. By this .means..the  Qvyer4 
tures of ſpiritual Succours areaſtertain'd, 
to facilitate the Prattice of Yirtue; .and 
certainly, where ſuch unmerited AQts 
of. Grace are conferred, God may well 


be allowed to palilh his own Caxonand 


require a ſuitable Qbedience to it, eſpecir 
ally when the doing it.is another A& of 
Grace, and unſpeakable Condeſcenſion. 


0 
_ $. '7, 'But to. proceed ; the moſt con- 
vincing Argument, to repreſent the Ne- 
ceflity of Revelation, derives from. the 
Neceſſity of a Mediator. It's abundantly 
concluded, That the whole World lieth in 
Wiekednefi;, we certainly carry the Seeds: 
and Principles of Sin about us, hat will 
bring forth Frait unto Death: or, 4A, Law 
in our Members warring az4in#t the Law 
of or Minds, and bringing us into Captiv;- 
ty, wnto the Law of Sin. This 


The Introtution. 
©" This is Not a piece of Spritual Cant, 
er q by-any Deſigning Leaders of an 
Unthinking Flerd ; we have'traced it'in 
WS Or inal; for by one Maj Sin entred 
ito the World, and Death by Sin. ' And 
th&Fthe Sin of this one Mati tnay not be 
altbwed to be the formal Sin of the whole 
Wirld'; 'yer' the Seeds and 'Principles of 
Sift,” engendred by this Sin of one Man, 
ahd propagated 'iz him thro? the World, 
cannot be denied. InthisSenk, at kat, 
Death' paſſed upon all, for:that all have fin- 
ard.” Th this'Senſe, al} have fmt and 
come /bor# of the Glory of "God, In this 
Senſe, the whole Race of Mankind were 
by: Nature the Children of Wrath. - The 
Vengeance of Sin did undoubtedly hang 
over our' Heads, in a State of Nature ; 
and conſequently Deliverance and Safe- 
ty can only be expeCted ina State of Re- 
velation.” For, nothing but Goa, who « 
rith 3n' Merey, "for the great Love where- 
with he hath loved us, even when we were 
' dead in our Sins, hath quickned «« together 
wb Chrift ; by this Grate we are Saved. 
. *Naratal:Reaſon williaform us, That 
the Wazes of "Sin is Death; tor fince:eve- 
ry Sinnerdies at the Foot of Infinite Mers 
cy," the Methods of 'Redemprion .are. . 
lodged in'the Hands of God,-to be efta- 

<p bliſhed 


The ' Introduce, 
bliſhed:; as; he ſhall think | fit £0, reveal; 
himſelf, ..If God intends a.R PUP, - 
infgitely, more valuable than that Neagh. 
which he might have exacted..in pv! 
Mao's Perſon, he: may. r 
uponhis ow n Methods, a 
owa laws of Redemption... | 
dom-and. Purity of his own: blefigd Ni: 
ture, would; induce him, $0. cOnfrIvg,.&.. 
Redemption. ſuitable to; the Natureof 
the Pun;ſhment, as/well as Crime. .., Hs | 
therefore reſolved upon-a Subſtieats,, Qs | 
Mediator, and-required Death for Death, 
Blood for Blood, even the Blood of; the 
Inwulate Lamb of. God, a Sactihce. not 
ofily negatively. Pure, but of. iofigute 10+ 
herent Worth-and Yalye. | * 

It was therefore abſoly  necellary, 
God ſhould .commugicate If i by 
ſome ſpecial Reyglations. - | The Condi 
tion-of, Mankind: was ſaeh; thas they 
muſt be- eternally miſerable; withave 
{ame. ſpecial Communicatians,\ and Inx 
tercourſes with their Maker; gadat Wes 
an At of infinite-Grace aud Mercy thas 
Gad was pleaſed to make his Propoſals 
to. his Off-ſpring.  This,/certainly, Mts 
troduces a freſh Covenant bee ad | 
and Man : God: was obliged to figntt 
all his Propoſals of Grace dn MEN 

t 


conf extreamly fit}:bur keg ey 

Sf ehig + e us anentire'Bo- 

Gf Laws Er: d on expreſs San- 

and that theſe ſhouid as 

i ai ble: Conditions on our pat,” $0 04 
1 Dy 4 to make go0d all his Overrires 

16d Difpen ations.” "Thus the necofſiry of 
tion” is eftabliſhed 'upon'aTrain 

uſes, and'iffues forth of the certain 

ame ahd Poſturepf Human Aﬀares and 
bio 'Tho' Natural Reaſoii could 
Ty in the Line of /i and'we 
ith Ingetriry and A ties to re- 

lifurb our Livds conformable toit 7 yer; 
in as 1th as we have been Sinners; no- 
thing leſs than- anew Covenant efta- 
i'' a Mediator, can” efititle us 
eo-rh&' Favour 'of God, or that Happi- 
"which we were ori Inally/crea- 

ted; - veaked Ditpe Dei# then ridieale the re- 
Diſpenfafions of his Maker, as 


[ ſts, there's / as 
lags be ple the is one 
Sangs to the State and 
cion- of Human 'Nature ;' nothing bue 
What's Mind, that is not grown leud, 
ard-wanton withLuft,will acknowledge 
£6 bethe Effe& of Neceſſity, as wellas 


infinite Bounty ; and he that og = 


Pm perſwaded, is embarked inthe fame 
Deſign with the Pſehwiits: Fool, 'Thas 
hathJaid-in his Heart, There is no God, 


b. $:-1 hope I bave in ſome meaſure 
removed-tlis mighty ObjeQtion 3. 'and, 
certainly, nothing remains, bur a' 
Retvrntothe Abſurdity,, whichouriAd- 
verſaries would throw upan us > Reve- 
lation, lay they, were nectſſary, God mb 
be - obliged. r0:have publiſhed it - 40" ahe 
whole, Rate of Mankind: Pm perfwaded, 
there's: ne Neceſſity: for! Thought 5:/ or 
Art; ;to,gxpote,”.qr ungover the Nleed- 
nels of, this Objettion: > It's abundantly 


concluded, That Manisthe Harbinger to 

his: 0wna-Milery 5-and;. confequenthy:.it's 
an Aftof Grace-im God/to {eridf,Over- 
tures af. Deliverance. !-If -he- is th&1S0- 
vereign Lord of Grace, as well in-re- 
ſpect of we Time; as the Meaſbre 4nd 
Extent of it ; + there's no. Injuſtiee;-in 
,conliging #, .cither as #0 Time'or Place; 
Its Tudigient that he has taken:gompe- 

tene Methods for publiſhing ths own Di» - 
ipenlations,- whereever he obliges>Man- 
kind tothe Conditions'of ir. ' pon the 
whole then, Revelation'is neceſſary; and 
yet this, Neceſhty- does by no'means! in» 
terfere-with a Law of Nature atitecedeat 
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fo \ "£73 'C H -A P. L : 
A Law of Nature antecedent to Re- 
7 vein 


44 ND firſt for the Divine Aurhea 
1 -rity of 4 'Law of Natare attece- 
"flee to Revelation; ſhall 'aþ- 
Rf to the Voice" of Scriprure, 
_Y Argument to thoſe that own the 
Truth and Divinity of it. For when rhe 
Gentiles, 'which have not the- Law, do"by 
Nature the Things contained in the Law, 
CIS La] are a Law wito 
| A 


them- 


, TOY as 3s PEGS A. Ext "T0 
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themſelves ; which ſbew the Work of the 

Law written in their Hearts, thety Con- 
ſcience alſo bearing Witneſs, and their 
Thoughts, the mean while, accuſing, or elſe 
excuſing one another, Rem. 2.. 15,16. 
It's manifeſt when our Apoſtle tells us of 
a Gentile Lay 'engrayes onthe Hear 
here isa Law diſtinguiſhed froma Law of 
Revelation : For the Gentiles having not 
the Law, (ng doubt the revealed Lawof 
Goth -and particulanly the Jewiſh Law) 
are a Law unto themſelves. It was not a 
Law that reſted.on Patriarchal Revelati- 
ons, ora Law given by Inſpiration, but 
a Law engraven on-the , pecull 
to Heathens, or Men in a- pure State of 
Nature ; and conſequently no revealed 
Law. For by virtue of it, they did by 
Nature (not Grace). the things contained 
in the Law ; that is, upon the Evidence 
and Convictions of Natural Reaſon, not 
on.the Authority of any externalRevela- 
tions,. . For whi/#. the. Gentiles d;d by/Na- 
rure the things. contuined; in the Law; t 
ſbew.the Work.of the. Law written in-thew 
Hearts.;, that is,they hada Rule of AQi- 
'On,, unplanted in the very: Frame and 
Conſtitution of their Natures,, whichans. 
ſwered to allthe Deſigns. and Latentions. 
of aLaw,. or rather carvied..in-3t- pyne 


Gentiles hve thi 
a Arie proper Seth 
ies even Ke Bey fr mare whcti'y go 

hor Frey Indeed the Apoſtie legant- 


b reprefents the jan inf 
pd wil Sanction _— Law, when 
tells us, thar Conſcience gives teſtimony 
to ada Fopeoaph and, as if were, 
CO It as a Law, of 
Rule of Aftion; which” avfwers s Sa 
firft Office of Confeience, by the 
nedcalled #4 r#$nz:. The Satiftion Ara 
from” the ſecond Office of Conſcience, 
calld ard, which, confifts i in the Ap 
plication of our Aftions to ep © 


_ wn x vi ao riqucts "for 
it; and 5 mean white acc 

or toxc1 Ns engbe, roma nt 
its thereisaTaw of rey, Fo 


a Rule * Aon given. by 


which he, 'arleaft, originally ; deg 

govern Mankind Kg ayes ro kk: 

tive Laws, whether Divine or Hamane. 
A 2 Nay, 


| Nay Ys gs 
Mag 4n his origin 
that maintains mg 5 Force = boos 


even inthe lapſed State of Mankind. "Tor | 


it's mayifeft, the Apoſtle, ſpeaks. of the 
Geatiles 'as they then lay-(and all the 
World 90) in a, depraved.c red 
State. _ 'They were e0auhge ra 
Law, tho" without Br ed Law, 
and that too, ng the higheſt farce and 
efficacy of it : Fox. the Ae expreſly 
Es the; n e, For as many (of the 
Gentile World) 4s have f aus, pred without 
Law, ſball alſo periſh without Law. v. 12.4 
However, thus far it-is indiſputably 
evident, that the Heathen World was 
under a Law, or-an Indiſpenſable Rule 
of Aftion,or Duty,and we areabundant- 
ly affur'd, that it was diſtin& from any 
revealed Law ; fince Scripture in other 
Pcs exprelly fixes the Duties of Natu 
ral Religion, in an evidence refale 
from the Works of Providence,?the Di- 
Qazes of Natural Reaſon, not in any re- 
vealed Traditions. Thus St. Paul, and 
his Aſſociate, {peaking of the- Gentile 
State , ' Nevertheleſs he left mot himfelf 
without Witneſs ,. (no doubt. ſufficient to 


mitrud them .in their Duty) © rhat- he \ 
ail good, anaguve us Rain from Heaven, _ 


:» and 


d Founda! Mi YN 


.. 


of Nateral Religim A ertad. 
. = Seaſons, filling oar Hearts with 
w/e bhgh1 ns v.17. And 
"The W 6m Heaven is revealed 
ji all « ; becauſe that which - 
may be known of God F manifeſt in th 
for God hath ſbewed it unto them. © For the 
inviſible things of him from the Creation 
of the World ave-clearly ſeem, being; under- 
food by the things that" art mide.” Rom- 1. 
18, 19, 26. 1 know the learned Dr, Ham: 
mond appropriates this latter Paflage to 
the, Gnofticksy bur' againſt the whole 
current 'of Commentators : And indeed 
the Context, both before and after, car- 
ries ſuch peculiar CharaSters in it, as ren- 
ders it abſurd to fixit' upon-any but the 
Heathen World, ” Tffo, ages evident they 
are the ths «that are made; 41d Rain and 
fruitful Stuſons, that are Witneſſes, ' and 
ſhew forth to us, that which m oa known 
of God, or the lines of Na 
Sothat the Works of Nature and Pro. 
vidence areour TnftruQors, notthe Voics 
« Revelation, ' Here's not the leaft Hint —7 
—_— Praditional Cottveyances; - the 
$"of Nature carry an Evidenco 
in! dah . but they are. the RefleQtions 
of Natural Reaſrin upon them, that draw 
the Coneluſion and 1 form 2 Duty from' 
them ; fo: that whatever Difficulties, or 
ET \A3 ime 
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The Grounds. and Foundation 
Impoſhbilities lame Men. may ſuggeſt 
from the ImperfeCtions, and we en 
of Natural Realonin decyphering a Law 
of e, it's evident, the Sacred Ora- 

wy given it no other Foundation or 
T 
= tO HIenNCE er 
that ſubſcribe to the Truth and Divinity 
of them. Aeuveln7 or 
And for thole; that reje& it, I ſhall, 
purſuant to the Mind of our Apoſtle, 
deavour to prove a Law of Nature, im- 
planted in the My a5Ratio 
Beings, and 6p" originally de- 
{ign*d, as a perf Mea 
ſure of their 
This I ſhall: = » Bah to perform, 
1, TY EONS 20s: egy FI 


Thinking, 

Man naturally 'F (6 pita Fg eps 
fixt. determinate way. 36%, That by 
the exctciſe of Reaſon, and.the condit:- 
ay his Nature, he can diſcern the po 

{matter ofthe Laws of Nature. - 

4hly, That he difcoyers it as the Saget: 

matter of a true-and proper Law, eſta 

bliſhed on a competent Authati 1h; Chr 
Kormng and WI it a the 
mand 0 t God. 


$- 2, And 


of Natal Relgiar Aﬀertel, © 


4& ® 
© 
- 


*:mielves'&x 
of Reaſon to be oe 
Rs 
it, i And 20 Ub ihe a Creation' of Ra- 


tional Powers — Faculties, and bing 


ror pony wig ron nf wiſe Crea 

et Jhlohat X | Fexecrt- 

| tees, 6 cems wo reflo Y 
uv e ” 

wrt A 1 ens e 

Power and W ifdom,d *emſelves, 


00s repre r,. bo ict ifs 
a ſenſleſs;\ unaQtive rr" of ” 


SEE 
Son ny + | 
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The Grounds and Foundation 
culties, unleſs he has the good Fortune to. 
e Born: under \ v7 Fane 4 SG | 


Taco I 


Truth I think of ar allowance and 


approbation) cannot imagine, that Men; 


even in this State, ſhou'd not C_ 


of perceiving, diſcerning, comparing, or 


thinking at all, . - But: that, we may. pr@- 
ceed with greater Clearnels in theſe Mat- 
ters, let us eadgavour to: ftrip Mankind 
of all the Embeliſhments,:of Education, 
and turn em into the pare Garb of Nar 
ture; and thereupon let us, for Once, 
poſe a Set of Men ſprungup ke: 
Toms in Tp and laced in anuny 
i growth; and 


For Glimpſe 
nat ſo mbct ng 7 


4«* 


of Natural Relig ion -Aſſerted. | 
.iathe Mind, or -an of her be 
 Faculties,inrecei "and brming Lev 
jr angewenin Arras. of the 
fron Hlband Bed 
| or 
- Vehicles , no wonder 'if they 
do: not -exert %rmſclves till theſe are 
\fxd and ſetled,; that is, be» 
arrive at a due ſtate of Matu- 
, Or 4 fuitable Di 10n-or Tem» 
t: And : -were Men to. 
enter upon the: Werld under an exa& \ 
Diſpoſition of the Animal Part, it's high- 
Iy probable the Faculties of the Rational 
Fx tg A ya 
VIgOur it 
pad Anger confe(&'d,” that Idea's- will: be 
leis, and-Principles ſetled ata much 
flower rate, where they are only gain'd 7 
by. Man's fingle « ion and Ex- 
perience, than where the InftruQtions of - 
Parents and Tutors contribute to the Im- 
proyement. ” By this pew en 1a 
Vations and  Aldunments of 


arT 


to. The Grounds and Foundation 
the Mind lies under no real Incumbrans' 
ces or Eclipſes,' it's ridiculous to imagin, 
that it cangot exert itſelf by its own'ma- 
tive Light and Attivity, inall its Powers 
and Faculties :' and we-may as welt at- 
firm , that a 'Man would not walk* or 
perform any! other indifferent ' Aﬀtions, 
as 2 ſenſitive Creature; 'without Inftry- 
Qion ; as affirm, that he cord not think 
and exert all the Powers of Reaſon, wit 
out ſpecial Infpiration , :Revelats 
are Wn; planted? = 
prings or Movements 1m ted 11 tne 
Frameof Nature, 'that ſerve to-put- all 
Native Powers and Faculties into their 
proper Motions : Anditherefore we muſt 
ect NG Region; ante oty 
m3 for R Rational Act 
ably ro'its original Frame, and diffover 
icfelf in all the FunQions of Thought 
.- and Reaſon. It's certain; the great Law 
of Self-preſervation , a and - pi 
cing Senſe of Pleaſureand Pain, and the 
inceſſant Defires of Bai and Hens, 
which, ftvitly ſpeaking, ave rather Ne- 
rural inftinths in nted/in all Senſitive 
Beings, than/Laws peculiar to: Pree A» 
gents, will ſerve as foreible Springs to 
every Oerord! ors Faculty, 'and 
furniſh em with fultadle Objets, 85well - 
| : _ 
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| .all the Teltrumene of Reaſon 


; inowiedge. F waded, few 
| vert «96 , that Man y "his Natucal . 
| Powers cou'd form Words 09. Lan 
and Words neceſſarily ſuppoſe Kde's and 
To conclude this 
od, by a Law of his Creas. 
ag is with Organs for 


and "Px thwjicy ſo is' he endued 
Faculties of Reaſon ; and fince he's - 
of excrting the one'in all its De- 
.and FunRQtions, we may' juſtly al- 
hin the fame Abilities 1n exerting 
; "and, in one word, it dero- 
the Wiſdom of God, to endue 
ture with Noble Powers and Fas 
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| nent; can ſee, and hear a6 ante 

can likewiſe think and reaſori, which is | 

the Firſt General propoſed in order 49 e- 
 Rabliſh a Law of Nature. .. Ig: 


. 3. I proceed to the Second, . which 
4 hs. That we: think and reaſon * 
ira fix'd and determinate way. : And” 
certainly. this-is a_Truth fo car» and: 
evident, that it does not adnut of'any 
colour of diſpute z- For- otherwiſe I can« 
not conceive why we may not:queſtion 
the Perception of the es, .as welbas 
that of the Mind. - The:outward Senles, 
in moſt Caſes; are a kind of Perſpeftives 


to the Mind : and the: Mind muſt” cer- 
tainly receive its Notices: from the Im» 
preſhons which outward ObjeQs. make 
"upon them ; and if Objefts make an Im- 
preſſion upon the outward Senſes ſuitable 
ro the Nature of ?**m, they muſt do:the 
fame upn-the Mind too, --$0 that the 


firft Act of. the Mind; [that_of ;Percep4 
tion, mult neceffarily be-regular, and uns 
alterable 3 for®tis a Faculty of. recervi 

the Impreffions of outward Ohjeas, _ | 
J- of framing: Idea*s\fuirable to-the-nature 
.” _of *em; .inſomuch that where the Obje& 

_ 3s rightly applied and-attended toy the - - 

Idea is as certain and unalterable, hy Coy . 
ours 
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to the Fed Cold to. 
md as now, as the- Powers. of 


of bo or nor ew gan 


muſt 'be F7 00; eſpecially where the 

2 due Application of 'the Objeft or Idea, 
and attention of Mind too. Indeed that 
ae ee of Moods xt gubdeertalg.. 


ina trucand regular > A is eVt-: 

Fs from a Complictionol Argumeats.. 

M8 1#, It' cannot- be 1 pi. ores 
caſon ſhou'd riot be e 


n 

_ Rules and Meaſures, as == 
all other Powers of the Creation ;-and 
it's a manifeſt Reproach caſt 1 the 
Author of Nature. to' allow, that the 
Laws and -Appetites of the: Vegetative 
and Animal Part of the World ſhould be 
ind and regular, and that the Powers 
and Faculties of the Rational Part of the 
Creation a random: _ of Ordinance, 
alrogether-precarious uncerrain. But 
then, wholgever" allows God' to be the 
Author of our Beings, God a hoe 
| tan- 


ÞK_ 


CAM Lag 


- Srandepd of Wiklom ant Reaſon, ; 
the Reaſon of Mankind 1v/be an i 


Ings ; his Wiklan and Reaſon is bw 
form and invatiable; confiftene with- it- 
ſelf; and that Reaſon he has imparted'to 
any 'of his Creariires, and contngly 
the Reaſon of Mankind muſt correſpond 
with/ all this. in 4 lower degree or” pro- 
portion. So that where all Impedinienits 
are removed, where Idea's or ObjeE 
are preſented "to the View: of rhe Mind, 
andrhe Mindcloſely arvenuds tom, the 
Appearance of Things muſt be the {arne 
every-where; I. mean in every Tyre: 
gent Bring, The Reaſon” of onE Mart 
muſt be the Reaſon of every Man; and 
the Reaſon of Men muſt be the Reaſor 
of God:and' Angelstoo. This, 
would be allowed to be att 
able 'Fruth, had 'Man retained che Pit. 
mirive Luſtre and PerfeQtion of all his 
IntelleQual Faculties; or were not falſe 
dyce Coruprions a diſpuiſed 
by the C s and Bxorbi ral 
the Animal Part. ' in! 
not deſtroy ber pry 


ings, and-par ly NIN 68 
7.25 Cell a as ro en of -all Laws. 


ut when theſe are ſecured, I mean when 
here ET and; Attention 
=_ gs will be rhe {ame-in; 
a 
2 ap a ” Yea _ 
Wm. perfivaded, the true Reaſon why 
| under w ah, "Y muc 
.1n, 15. te Vio- 
| 049 the 6H is- called 
- from deliberating the true Nature of 
Things, and conſequently determins iu 
conkormity to: *em upon: any, plauſible 
and Appearances ; or if ſhe 
eived true Idea's, yet. they are. 
| fbp rel and ſtifled 
yt es of and. ſhe carried 
by powerful Qvertures of a 
prolens yk pov But I danot find, that 
the Mind: in this State is abſol difa».. 
d from. diſcerning the true Nature of 
ings or- Actions. The Sallies of the 
Animal 


wy, Wo: Wy es CHAT. wes. Le bes den 


z 


Animal Part are not alway 
but there-are certain 
hn gs an de- 
liberate upon pecv con- | 
rage compare and form juſt Conclu-- 
ſions, according to the of right 
Rea Tag So that we may, without Dero- 

tion to any State of Grace, | 
Thar we ns wg the Line ofÞ . 

es in 0 
ty by ſtrict 
be 3-lirute of Native's, 
tam an Uniformor Say Pe Pre 

much the Chriſtian Inſtitations warrant 
and confirm, when the Heathen: World- 
is concluded under ARtual Sin; -and- & 
wany as have ſinned without Lev , are 
doomed to periſh without. Law. ' For ho 
one -will be damned for Impoſſibilities. 
But after all, ſhould we allow, that the 
OEconomy of Reaſon,in this State, 
rh _—_ _ __ and ved ; ſo 

t all our Reaſo are V 
ous and acerning: yer” _—_ 
conclude. that it was efta- | 
bliſhed upon fixed Rules an 
and conſequently, that we' were goum 
by an Intrinſick Power and Efficacy, to 
exert every Faculty in ſuch a manner, as 
 wou'denable us to anſwerall thoſe Ends. 


and 


this La _— 
Lind rpon cha Arndt of AGE De. 


naar ervrps— cw 


: ard eeefirks that wilt have all-oup! 


mn but upon the Arguinentof Na- 
: Incas much as the 


z and conſequently its Native 

wers and Faculties imply nothing bur 

2 Capacity to receive the Infermations 
or Inſtructions” of others. 5:Upon the 
wholethen, ſince is concluded; that the 
tOEconomy of Reaſoniseven (in 


origina 
a lapſed State)-only vailed and: . 
2 ! we mayite@in) 


not wholly detac'd.; we may 
that the Soul rexains a Faculty of Think: 
and Reaſoning inan eſt Way: 
nk h, that oenp_a Objedts are fairly | 
eſmd” ta'the' Mind, and: the Mind 
dwells and deliberares upon *m, ſhe will 
ſtil be recon tothe Ne 
P; I opet ties;":a Agreement or - 
ond of the things *emſelves.. And 


' rlexeore we we this far advan o- 


W-— _ wards 


£ 


alteady 'd, that of Sav; 
+ ecd in the World without roll FE 
dacation or Inftruttion upon *em. It's al- 
ready coricluded,' that even inthis 
plire State of Nature, -ate Thinking, 
Reaſoning: Beings; and-itmay vealbita- 
bly: be imagin*d,, that the-great Law of 
prefervation, or an't Deſire of 
Ta as TIL --"-1 
7) | OVeC» 


| therefore"! 
Beings that are endowed with” 
Powers Ants Rs, "and _can "1 


thoſt Taws, which have juſfly qbrair 
DET 
en 


Thar this is tior [ge Inj 
oor Bl al Virencs efta 73. 
lefled Saviour, ps be 
B 2 


The Grounds on Founddtin 
beſt Moraliſts, ſufficiently atteſts : . 
- you wowd hat Mem ſhowd do unto 
'do.you that alſo anto them. Here's 2 
1 Not roger hank and conſe- 
ently im ftrit ſurvey of our Na- 
re cd the religion nary ar in tO 0- 
MI Nec , as well as of our own Wants 
ndN vo Ay rs whoſo- 
ever rurns his Mind and Thoughts upon 
Rh co pe Fo Hi 
and Ori 
thods« Subſiſtence, will preſeatly.fur- . 
niſh himſelf with Matter enough to make 
up the Laws of both Tables ; thoſe we 
owe to God, and thoſe weowe to Men. 
A little Thought will inſtru& us, that 
we were formed by ſome firſt Cauſe, 
who. muſt be infinite al 26 SIERGEs 
and PerfeCtions : - And as little T 
and Obſervation, that this firſt Cauſe - 
pin cone wt Hed Fog dew mah 
uch as VEan QPeE an car, 
and. all the intermediate a ſuch as 
Admuration, Tendernels and Conga | 
on, edt Ry Averſion 


ffi 

at. 
tems to cor FEY and appointed 
*m to og Ends and: Purpo == 


trom hence we have a clear view 


of Natural Religinn 4 ferted. 


us, co his Service and Honour, = 
for thei Laws of cho Second Table, 
conſideration a of the methods of our H 


by. Creaturts that eaſdd, 'T 
can: 
and | IG 


prompr us to Society 
to! = le FEED 


moſt' 
reſemble | 


| 22 The Grounds anid Foundation - 


| ti LawofyniverſalJuſtice. We cannet kill | 
aſſaulr the Perſons of our N 
vie 6'5.8. W or ſinbiing-our 


e very lame: F | þ 

of others. .;For:Gnce Love: Tender- 

, and Compallind, are the'molt pow- 
Ingagemens to link! others ito our 
ll , and-oun:lntereſt and: Welfare 
por the-Welkare of others; to:be 

4:2 CO gate and loving to: 0- 

thers, 1s t0 bs. 10 19: ourſelves/r Theſe 
FE ;1nfuch legible Cha» 


The Grounds und Poundation 
cope bycit. . That which-is.moſt conſt- 
ger 'Hhiat 1t + _ 
matter of: the Laws ©! R_ 
the.Surface,: Eble th 
Dawningsof Reaſon: Iris as faxt and cer- * 
tain. as the firſt-workings of Reaſon-+(or 
both reſult, from: the eſtabliſhed Frame or 
Natureof Things). and 4s mixed with the 
prime:Ends-and Intereſts of 'our z' 
and we: muſt firſt -< the Courſe of 
Nature, 'ahd new. model:the Creator as 
. well as the. Creature, and give new Fa» 
culties, :new:;Paſſions, and new Beings 
before the-Matter of the I .azws of Nature 
can:be Thus we have advanc'd 
a condi -way if the Proof of: a 
Law:of Nature; fince x appears weare 
acted by:a uniforn Principle within; that 
isable to furniſh us withthe Subjetmar- 
ter-of Laws or: Rules of Action. | | 


nia 1's But: now, Goethe Subofh eds 
allows is fixt and determined, the 
oe: witeto give:atryahing; the Cha- 
:4:Law; 4s to-eftablifh it upon 

po competent Authority. ,'- whereby the 
Counſels and. Diftates of Reaſon are ads 
yy nd a ws: of Ati -- / 
n; It's certaan:Reaſorr avercign 
how of © Cana dr | 


fore theſe Di&ates of Reaſon are tobe re- 
ceived- as true and pay ane 45 we 


mn ons | =; Aiko hs 


Rule of Action, 206 that ie Avchority 
has impoſed *em as Laws, and 
5 enNobebivance of ent 


— - - 
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' 
1 
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"The Gradfids and Fi auntation. X. 
qua pring Guile'and Puniſhment upon 

us- 'T » are all Poſitionsthat muſt 
in he workings of Nas Reaſon, n 
Fereany O_o war” 
Nature. Now abun» 
thy wwe by-placing the Anithority of 
inthe Author of Nature; 
for for tho that which -we ame" 5o ons 
is the La imme- 
gn-orot {nd-fixes 


and is but a Law-giver; 
Atoſes Oe ceſivered the Law to the Peo 
3 is ſeared 
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fs pin as F; and1o the 


"Af that knoweth bis going. Plal..xoa; 
v. 18, 19. And thallnot Man, the Ka. 


of his r, and the pi rSubjeQ of a. 
free and yaluable; ; be obliged 

by the Laws of his. Creation ; ; and: make 
- t fad as AdQtiog, which Infinite 
kr ho Hoe Wham tek 
ra 41s, 3; W y-AC 15 
diſtingu » Kc 1nferiour. Claſ 
ics Fe Creations as. well as Eviden- 
ces of his Creator 's Honour and, Glory ? 


Loans 


ms GT able Brideoce of 


TIT gg 
ſhipof TT. and. pity 


LOT, «+ 6, 
p & *4.@ 
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as Se ARG fort 7 "Fo 


ms, PH Bur Fab ig prone s 
Laws of Nanure is cvidenr from The nds 
and of Created"Nature. -' 
«And 1#,; As Natural Reaſon'inſtrucs 
us, /That there is'a wiſe and intelligent 
Author of Nature; even the Author. of 
15 60/ eons aea Reaſbn, which 
to us 3 we maſt.con- 
cl roy que gm Helms 


nor any - thing: elſe, - without 

Corotia Ende ad Daſs ww + 
thereipe, 106 tes of -rea- 
ſonable tures, can only ſecure thoſe 
Ends for which: we were created-reaſon- 


able: Creatures, the: Diftates .of Reaſon 
and tion 


tion to:-be- Manitlation of his Ho- 
nour and Glory, and pi y'the Ex- 
emplification of his and-Power ; 
it's manifeſt NEPINE War ns 

45to exert: gangs Þ: Fa- 
cules God-has beſtoivad. 
niage, did create Maw'a'rea- 


wiſe Creator muſt-be oh 
thoſe Finds anfwered, which he hath a[- 
figa'd ; Reaſon miſt: be a Rille- ald: a 
odard of 'A&tion in all -R le 
Creatures; without which the End 
Deſggns of Reaſonable Crearaiescannor | 


dirotted by la Arbor, thas 
of dnt lewd ; = 


wank ora] ce doing fs mk 
niſhments to the omaſhon of it, or at 
leaſt do! hae] pes there the Au- 
ora lepingt and repreſented; and 
directed is 
bom. rn 2 eg of Ain he 
- now it's already concluded, that thoſe 


DiQates of Reaſon which neceſſarily a- 
| ed cud the Frame 2g Conde of 
Natures, carry Reward 
nem, and Gee Nous cp rn ana 
inſeparable Miſchiefs or Puniſhments up- 
un) 


hay ee] therefore, ſuch DiQates of 
d&ascvideatly declare the Intenti- 
on 


1 ES Foundati 


Ob LG, _ 
of Laws, as if we were told it 
dible Voie from: Heaven; - 
No _— rar pn la Roqui 

ature, being tew 
for the Proof of A you. 
- are ſo many A tz. that 
we may as well ny that wean Think 
by Nature, as be ignorantof the AUP 
ook Laws of ature, 


| 4.8 But, afier after all that has! 
concerning the ——— of Law 


CN —— will mage charch 


lk Im nwairady , eaſon, _—_ 2 
State of Revelation, and-the Diſcipline 
of a cr Education, than pe wee 
coveries of Reaſon, in a pure Stats 
Nature. IT muſt confeſs, it is difficultto/ 
diſtinguiſh the pure Efforts of Natural 
Reaſon from thoſe Improvements ſhe re- 
ecives from Revelation, and a poliſhed 
Education ; but-certainly we may appeal 
ty Revelation itfelf,- for the A y of 
Laws of Nature, and particularly that 
the Dictates of Natural Reafon are to 
be the Meaſure and Standard of our AQt- 
ons, - For, firſt, : Conſcience we know 
is the Reſult and Decree of Reaſon; ; wy 
is 


SR 
" 


an ls WM; 
gave 


of -Laws'of 


CR tis udran's " "Fuch an  abſohyte - 


| Sin and Guilt 1 
for is nor of Path i Sin ; an 


it, unleſs we 
we are not to exert Attions 


tq/onr” Nature, 'or that God has 
- induſtriouſly diſtin the 
e of Brutes, 


as their Souls-and Shape too. In a word, 
_ - Whoſoever owns the: Truth and Autho- 
of the: Chriſtian Inſti muſt 
the Truth and A ty of-Laws 

of Nature+ 3 for he' may read 
both in the End M. Delign- of . 
Chriſtianity ;for the whole O 


| of Grace Suits in reſtoring the Olloo 


nomy-of Nature, and-renewing that I- 


mage or Mine Minds, in which we were 
b ar which is the ſame thing, in 
LR \n bring renewed 


24 
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in Knowledge the I; "50g 
6 Kumi hy 16: Inn ava 


| wag "is the putting ow the New. | 


Mas, w d, us created in Righ- 
tranſnefi and true Holineſs; and the put- 
ting on the. New Man, 1s the putting ov 


_ the ata on yy that os —_ the 
Image in e0u( ne Prue 
therefore we ba muſt 


ons which God avorci#Þ on our 
Nature was deſign'd to bea Law, and a: 


Role, or Standard to 0 
pe Abe the Powers pF you 
ſon, wow'd fone thought « to'be a Law, 


had Revelation never m m the 
Matter. Thus we” have. proved, that. 
there is. 3 Law of Nature, even. in-alb 
the Circumſtances and Formalitics of a 
Law ; it's a Law diſtin& from the Law 
of Revelation, fince it ariſes, and is dil- 
covered: to us by pure Dint; of Naturab 
Reaſon ;- it's a true and proper Law, for 
it contains the Matter Form of a 
proper Law, the Iodjeldaantr is yd: 
and determin'd, It has the Form of a 
ag ge " determines a” is Ar 
e, and that too Pl 
competent Authority, "iae henall-this - 


. is granted, it gives us the Santtions of a 
' Law, ImeanRewards and Fuels 


For 


"ef "Natoral Religh gion \ Aﬀerted,” 


oe Kr Rs xa ein lib. 
rity, 


and Pleaſure of- a Sovereign 


” 
- _ 
F' Ya, 
» 4 . 
- 
_ 
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_ 


Creator, Reaſon muſt, Lunch thoſs n= na» 
; compan ervance 
” af. Al cows That the Non» 7M 
( ord wot bney = SY 


Me. Faw no F249) to 
Law. Fs = as ack Fig Fox i 1 
bref 'd, as if it had been. 
I ritig, or engraved on Ta- 
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Objeftions Anſwered, 


Q 


TT now only remains, that ſorethi 

T beoteamatecottio Fon 019; 
jections, that- are advanced 4 \ 

this Hypotheſis, of a Law. of Natur 

excluſive of Revelation. The: Sum of 
which is, ina few words, this::;.' - ©. - 
- Whatſoever' has been hitherto attri» 
buted to the Powers of Natural Reaſon, 
one 20 EN where -4Zag ths Jones | 
g1nations 0 peculative - ' For not 
only the Lives and Opinions of Heathen 
Nations, but of the moſt eminent Morg- 
lifts and Phyloſophers have: overturtied 
the Scheme, and paſſed off the Stage of 
. the World under the Condutt of quite 
oppotrs Notions, "This is an Objettion 
t Aa ad wel ore eye this 
Diſcourſe, and conſequently wi ure- 
ſomething of a Return ior re- 
ſpeCtive Head ; but that I may lay; a 
oundation for a clear and diſtin An- 
ſwer, I ſhall take liberty to make a few 
Remarks upon the Origin of Error. 
| a $.1. 


F— of Natoral Religin Aſferted. 


Part,” «For that which has fuch 'an Af 
cendent over us, to commapd us to AR 


of Natural Anke or ale 

ark reſuleing from it, has at laſt enga- 

ged Reaſon itſelf to appt'og an Advo» 
It 


cate for it ; 'and very 0 makes ſuch 
* elaborate Reſgarc a ar rc to 
IE that at laſt it declares 
for the Jaſtice 


SEGA 
bp magnolia; the ri or Juſt, Fer 
in'the Chriſtiah World is to be placed in 
this al. Men have ſo long given 
the full Reins to Pride, Ambition, Co- 
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onclc, or cr ive T3 Mor 


Re Tn Te = 


uv 


Nee. "Vongrdl | 
ck 


agate a 
C4 


requent; beca 


cern and Intereſt -of every Government | 
| to. ſuppreſs it. . Butit's welt known, "the 
Chriſtian. World. is not -wholly freed 
from' fuch Monſters, who I am afraid 
are ated by no.,other Dread! but what: 

the Appreheaſions of a Diſcovery, br | 
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TE; aft an Univerſal Conſer Ling DE ns. 
6 1 dy or- Practical Bring If 7 
> were 1o, Univerſal Conſent maybe _ _ 
as well rejetted i in the Proof of R | 
Heap laps is the Eſtabli PI, 
ment of Reajon a ruth uponany-cer- 7 
tain-Foundation; and contbmge $e 
© are-to be reſolved into meer Chance or . 
: for the Contradiftions: (recors VO 
b St. Paul) to the plain Rules of | 
ty, are as abſolute ' Contradifti- b: 
-©ns+to the Allowance or Suppofition-of Ty 
Rational Faculties,and the natural Frame + w* 
. and Foundation of Reaſon, as they are 
-to'Laws of: Nature, or the natural Fea- 
5-pres of Good and Evil. The Miſtake, 
;  s obvious from a vety few Con- | 
'tho? God has implanted Fa- | 
| ks Wo, f Reaſd) which, if rightly ex+ 


plied, will diſcery Things . 

b | tie! was _ and prononncecertatn: 

iy. penn Rules 
> 7:0 Yeu P 1» there's a fatal Bias 
on our Natures, and theſe Faculties do 
Leon Av ;ooedſanily, nor are Things al- 
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when ſuch invincible Tgrorarice and Ins 3 
Ms 


thout ſome diſtinguiſhing Overtures 
be entailed and tranſmitted to 
of But yet for all this the Argu- 

> ment of Univerſal Conſent, as to Laws 
of Nature and eſtabliſhed Rules of Mo-» 
+ rality, cannot juſtly be Arrained, we 
may as well queſtion Man to be a Rea- 
ſonable Creature, at lcaſt on the Autho» 
rity of Univerſal Conſent, becauſe there 

- are me Fools and Ideots ; or a Crea- 
ture of Symetry and Proportion, becauſe 
there are ſome Monſters in the World; 
as argue againſt an Univerſal Conſent, 
becauſe the Barbarity of ſome Nations 
-contradi&t it; It's true, 'Mr. Lock en- 
*-deavours to take off thaforce of the Argu- 
= ment, ſince he ſeems fo call the Judg- 
” ment of other Nations, that have pre- 
ſerved the great Lines of Laws of Na- 
(Hinee the private Perſwaſions of a Party ; 
whilſt we eſteem *em the only Diftates 
Right Reaſon, B. 1. Cap. 3. 6p. 20. Bur 
=F hope thoſe vile Prattices he has tran- 
* ſeribed from thoſe that only retain rhe 
it. K Figure of Men, are not to paſs for'the 
»Dittates of Right Reaſon, nor they rhe 
3 Mer of Right Reaſon : And conſequently 
LO 'D 2 - their 
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DO. ' Tr » r 2.1. Ge, 
pn, Their Votes -or Opinions te-not tobe *- 
+. received againſt that Univerſal-Conſent; x 
awe contend for, for certainly, when.we- 
appeal to Univerſal Conſent, we cannot--- 
be ſuppoſed to appeal ro Monſters, As” 
poſtates, Reprobates or Devils ; and'yet * 
there may be whole Nations that will 
fall under one of theſe Characters. * A- 
gain, It's poſſible that- natural Powers 
and Faculties may, be ſo far abuſed, as 
to loſe their native Vigour and AQtis 
vity ; fo that Men may live in a State 
of Inconſideration and Thoughtleflneſs, 
and become as Ignorant and Careleſs of 
every Thing, but what the Example and 
Cuſtom of their Country ſuggeſts, as the 
unthinking Brute that pergtheth. And 
this may be the caſe of Tribes of Men as 
well as private Perſons, and no doubt' 1s 
the caſe of the uncultivated Negro's; and 
therefore it would be highly abſurd to 
take in their Judgments and Opinions, 
to make up that Univerſal Conſent we: 
contend for. 
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$. 2, Upon the whole then, whe we 
have recourſe to Univerſal Conſent, for 
the Proot of a Law of Nature, it only 
;mylics an Appeal to thoſe Nations offi*: 
People, that in the-Judgment of :impro--+ 
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© which God has implanted in the ria 
> Frame and Conſtitution of Mankind. 

And certainly we have always had the _ 

© J»ynt Conſent of ſuch Nations; for moſt 

of thoſe Rules and Precepts, which, in 

- the ſtricteſt Senſe, are eſteemed Laws of 


-. Nature : Pm fure they have ſignified or 


declared it in the moſt unqueſtionable 
Way or Manner ; Inasmuch as they have 
© been ſeleQted for the general Subje& of 
civil Laws, and the Praftice of em en- 


- forced by certain civil Penalties or SanQi- 


ons. AndFertainly this is the ſtrongeſt Ar-* 
gument or Preftmption for Laws of Na+ 
- rure that may be, ſince we cannot ima- 
gine, why.diſtin& Nations and Societies 


+, of Men, eſtabliſhed upon different Max- 


{*-  diſcovera 


ims and Rules of Policy, as well as Mo- 
dels of Government, ſhould conſpire in: | 
the SubjeQ-matter of ſo many Laws; 
-...unleſs they were by the Light of Reaſon 

ble to Mankind, as indiſpen- 
{fable Rules of Attion. And thus I hope I 


| & x "have fatisfied the Demands of all rea 
oj fogable Enquirers, in proving a Law 
4M. » D 3 of 
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CraPr. IV. 


Refleftions on ſome Paſſages in the 
Conference with a T het, Part 24 


the Line, and laid the Founs 

dation of natural Religion, or Laws of 
Nature antecedent to Revelation, I can 
not but diſcover my DiſlatisfaQtions with * 
the Opinion of a late Author, that pla» 
ces the Whole of natural Religion 1n the 

* Authority of Revelation, that will allow 
it no other Original-but Revelation, and 
no other Means of Conveyance and 
Preſervation, but Oral Tradition. [See 
Conference with a Theift, Part 2. Page 
32. 36.] Indeed this ſeems to be a Noti» 
on advanced without well conſidering the -- 
Nature, Probability, or Conſequences of 7 
it. For firſt, the manner of its Convey- - 
ance by Oral Tradition (which'this Aus * 
thor was forced to admit of) ſeems to 
expole it as a groundleſs GonjeQture, -'T 

know he endeavours to remove the 
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embraced 


9:1 & 
fo-eaſie ro be 
Mankind that they mu#t be aſſented 
©. F0, and can never be miſtaken or forgot, 
P. 36. And conſequently there was not 
; the leaſt neceflity of any written Re- 
> .cords. But certainly this is a Confeſſion, 
Which if .,well conſidered;, ſhould have 
direted him to the very Notion he la» 
baursto expaſe, For if Laws of Nature 
"are 10 natural and obvious to the Under 
- fanding that they muſt be afſented to, 
he mighr very well have allowed thar 
their extream Uſefulneſs to Mankind 
_. Would have prompted and enabled Rea» 
ſon-to have made the Diſcovery, with» 

-B out barrowing the whole from Revyela- 


tion ; Certainly, if Reaſon, by its owns 


intrinſic Light and Attivity, could not 
go.thus far, he muſt ſup ſe the Souls 
_ | of Men, tho' God's expref| Image and Res 
preſextative, to be the moſt unperfeR, 
impatent Parts of the Creation. -, Bug 
'then.that Laws of Nature are not {o ea{z- 
ly afſented to, or can.never be miſtaken 
or forgot , I ſhould have thought his 
own Remarks upon the Lives and Do« 
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Arines of Philoſophers, andin; a ward, 
Jea- 


on the Manners and Notions of the. 


then World, had been a ſufficient Con- 
futation. Moſt of theſe, we muſt ſup» 
poſe, received ſomething from hig-ima- 
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Binary Line of Tradition, and therefore. 
| 


nce he has made em fo baſely- to per- 
vert the Rules of it, he mighr have juſt- 


well what was in Man, muſthave judg- 
ed it neceſſary to have inculcated Laws 
of Nature, either by frequent Viſions, 
or commitred them to Writing, as well 
as the other parts of his revealed Will. 
And therefore his own ObjeQtion ſeems 
to ſtand good againſt him, on his own 
Pringiples : That Tradition is not fo pro- 
per a means to convey Morality by to Man- 


kind, becauſe of its ltiableneff to Corrupti- - 


On, and that it would havg been more ſen- 


ſibly vitiated than we find it is, had it de- 
ſcended by this Method,” | And truly the 
ObjeCttion carries. force in it, for were 


Humane Reaſon ſo deſperarely Impotent, 


. as the Picture he ſeems to have preſented 


th&World with, repreſents ; I cannot 
conceive what Service a few blind Oral 
Traditions would have done to preſerve 
the leaſt Footſteps of Morality. ' But to 
examine the Truth of the ConjeQture, 
a 4 . under, 


ly concluded that -rqpeny > dew knew 


| = Natural Religion A ſſerted. 
| 1 E, "the Indian. Indeed it's -yery notorious 
"F* the Regions of the Indian World are re- 


«ip 


" and lodged under the grofleſt Cloud of 
rance, there being not much left but 
- Humane Shape to inffgduce a Thinki 
Mind to believe they are endued with 
- Humane Souls. But as for thoſe ſmall 
Remains of Morality, were they to ſub- 
- * Mit to a ſtrict Examination, Pm perſwa- 


ded, we ſhould hardly find: them Re- . 


ſolving *em into the Adyice or Com- 


mands of their Fathers and Grandfathers, 


or pretending a Succeſſhon from the preat 
Parent of Mankind, 4dam, This is cere 
tainly an *Account as unknown and un- 
thought of, as native Inſcriptions, or a Rz- 
tionale founded ina large train of Conſes 
quences. But yet tho? *tis ridiculous to 1- 
. magin that ſuch illiterate Mortals ſhould 
_ reſolve every Term or Notion. into its 
Sunple __ — ſuch as a late An- 
thor has projected) yet I do not queſtion, 
but they would offer at ſomething-from 
the Intrinſic Nature of the things thems 


the Inſtance he: has given, that of '- 


"duced to the loweſt Ebb of Humanity, 


; 7 | 


Td 4s: 


ſelves, that would determine and engage - 


. their Choices ;- ſomething that would in 
ſome meaſure beſpeak them Men, and 
' Reaſonable Creatures, I will grant that 

IE Opis 
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58 _ The Grounds and Foundatit = 
- © Opinion as well as PraQtice may be often® 
TY” eſtabliſhed upon Cuſtom and publick Exs ? 
' - ample, without accounting tor the Na» 
ture, or Reaſon of the Things themſelves. 
But then Cuſtom condudts us-to ſome 
Original that is not very remote, where 
-we may find it eſtabliſhed on the higheſt 
Convictions and Evidences: of Reaſon ; 
and it may be no leſs than what are ſuf- -. 
ficient to eſtabliſh a Law of Nature, But ' 
it ſeems highly abſurd, that the whole 
Body of Laws of Nature, or the indi- 
ſpenſable Rules of Attion to Mankind, 
-'. ſhopld reſt upon no other Foundation, 
* but a few roftruQtions delivered to our 
Firſt Parents; and-theſe tranſmitted thro? 
all the Periods of Time, and all the Revo- 
" tutions of States, and Kingdoms into all 
the Corners of the Earth, upon-the volus * 
tary Reports ofthole that lived before us. 
As for the Caſe of the poor Indians, Pm. 
abundantly ſatisfied, they are ſo little ſen- 
fible of any Conveyance of this Nature, 
and fuch inſuperable ObſtruStions againſt. 
the Succeſs, -or Preſervation -of -it ; that | 
they might, on this account, juſtly plead 
* . invincible Tgnorance to every Law :of 
Nature, and conſequently free *emfelves | 
from that ſevere, Sentence -of Loc 
without Law, becauſe they really Sinmnea | 
'\ with | 
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7% 2. I ſhall, in the ſecond place of- 
| he ſomething, as to the Truth of the 
| ” Poſition, that Laws of Nature take their 
-Riſe from Revelation. 
And firſt, T think it manifeſtly con- 
tradits the revealed Canon. And for 
- this, I ſhall refer this Reverend Author 
.tothe Arguments I have advanced from 
pence, and particularly to the PaMMage 
cited, and my Explication pur- 
ſuant to the whole Body of Commenta- 
- tors, and the beſt Modern Divines upon 
it.. Indeed, he would make the World 
believe, he has taken off the Force of 
- It, and eſtabliſhed his own Notion by 
'A 'parallel Text of Scripture : And theſe 
Words, which I command thee this Day, 
: 1 ſballbe in thine Heart, and thou ſhalt Teach 
them diligently to thy C hildren, &c., Dent. 
'6. bf 6,7 . Whereas it _— the 
; be aks of Laws Revealed and 
- FE 4 ay Sp d, and the writing in the Heart 
N | implics nothing but a treaſuring *em up 
inthe Mind, a Commitment of them to 
| Oe Menory: and, ina Word, > IRS 
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and Conſciences, to [rivet *em in our * 
Hearts and Aﬀections, ſo to Meditate up-_ 
on them, that we may perform and keep 
them, and inſtruct others in them, Burt - 
the Epiſtle to the Romans expreſſes a 
ite different thing. It expreſſesa Law 
diſtin irom a Revealed Law, and 
fixes the DiſtinQion in the ditferent ' 
manner of Promulgation, on the Ta- 
| Þles of the Heart ; ſo that if *tis not * 
done by native Inſcriptions, it muſt by 
natural Powers and Faculties. But fur» 
ther, the Canon of Scripture does. not 
only pronounce this Notion falſe and 
groundleſs, but, I preſume, it has been 
13 ſome meaſure demonſtrated to be ſo, 
For, if Man is originally. endued with 
ſuch Facultics, as by a native Adghvity 
can exert *emſelves in the Diſcovery of 
Laws of Nature, there can be no Foun- 
dation for. ereting an uncertain Scheme 
of -Oral Tradition, ER 


$. 3. But to proceed to the Conſe-. 


quences of this Poſition. 
| | Ang: 
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2 ways founded in the different Origin of 


of Natural Relicie A / -rted. 


, Ir's very well known, the 
Ons ft this Notion directly overturn 


ved DiſtinRions of Natural, from 
jak ed Religon, and Natural from Po- 
Te DiſtinRtion was al- 


theſe Laws. The latter being given by 
ſpecial Revelation, but the former diſco- 


_ vered by the Workings of Natural Rea- 


ſon; But now both muſt derive from 


Revelation ; and SP ently there can - 


be no other Diſtin&tion, bur whar may be 
among written Revealed Laws : 
much as one Revealed Law or Precept, 
in its Intrinſic Nature, may be better 
adapted to the View and Perception of 
Humane Underſtanding than others ; or 
at leaſt no other Diſtin&tion, but what. lies 
between Oral, and Written Traditions. 
Bur to conclude this Argument, This 
Notion ſeems to ſhake or overturn the 
eternal Diſtinttions of Moral Good and 
Evil, founded in tie very Frame and: 
Nature of Things, together with the 
OEcononmy of N atural Conſcience. For, 
it's manifeſt, ir weakens the Authorit 
of Natural Religion, by placing fuc 
important Laws "and Precepts upon the 
flender Credit of Oral Traditions. In- 
deed there are ſo many Difficulties and 
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*:+ +, Improbabilities in tranſi I On | 
= of Laws, through all Parts of: bi- XF 
| table;:World, by Oral Tredicions. arate's . Ui C 
ſufficient to ruine the Credit of the Hy- |; 
potheſis ; and when this is done, the La» * F- 
' tudinarian has the greateſt Advantapge gi- Y 
ven him, to reſolve the Whole of Natu- 
ral Religion into Cuſtom and Education : 
Theſe are Conſiderations. ſo obvious and 
clear, as might have given an early Check 
to the Notion, unleſs more cogent Ar- 
guments and Authorities had diſcovered 
' _ themſelves, thanhave been hitherto pro« 
duced. However, now, I preſume, the 
may obtain their due Efle&t, and thoug 
they have been offered with a great deal 
of Freedom, yet I hope this will not ob< 
ſtruct their "Admiſſion, where they car. 
ry an Evidence ſufficient to make way 
or it. 
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I | of the DiſtinEion of Laws of Na- 
ture from Poſitive , 'or Written 
Laws, an1 whether they are In- 
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0. 1. J Proceed, in the next lacs to * 
ix the DiſtinXion of Laws of «+ 

Nature, from Poſitive, or Written Laws, 

_ conſider whether they are Innate or 


Cod firſt, The DiſtinQion of Laws of 
Nature from Laws which, in the ſtri- 
eſt Senſe, paſs under the Name of Re- 
vealed, is clearly vifible. For in Laws 
- of Nature, as well the Subjet-matter, 
+ as the Authority of the Law, or the 

.Mind, and Intention. of the Law-giver 
upon it, are diſcoverable by the Powers 
- and Faculties of Natural Reaſon. Where- 
Y 3s, in Revealed Laws, (I mean ſuch as 
AF. in the higheſt Senſe are ; ſtiled Revealed) 
© both the Subje&t-matter, and Intention 

- ofthe Law-giver, entirely depend on the 
7 Expreſs Will and Pleaſure of a If 

cre's 
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"64 The Grounds and Foundation 
there's any Difficilty then, it-will cone” 
fiſt in fixing the preciſe DiſtinEtion' bes, 
tween them, and Human Laws. | For” © 
its certain both are to be eſteemed the © 
Deductions and Decrees of Right Rea- 
ſon. Bur, T think, they are chiefly to- 
be diſtinguiſhed from the SubjeQ-matter 
of them. It's indeed the Work of Na- 
tural Reaſon to diſcover, and fix the Subs 
je-matter of theſe Laws ; but the Sub- 
jet-matter of Laws of Nature 1s often 
vaſtly different from that of Civil Laws; 
For the Subje&-matter of Laws. of Na- 
ture ariſing from the original Frame and 
Condition of our Natures, and for the 
moſt part immediately conducing to-our 
very Beings or Subliſtence, rather than 
Well-being or civil Happineſs, it ſeems 
tocarry a natural and intrin{ic Goodneſs; 
and conſequently an irreſiſtible Force and 
Efficacy in it, abſtratting from the- Au- 
thority, or InjunQtions of a Law-giver, 
But now the SubjeQ-matter of Civil 
Laws being chiefly:the Circumſtantials, 
or Inſtruments of the improved Happi- 
neſs, of particular Societies ; and calcu 
lared for the particular Genius and Tems 
pers of Men under different Climates;'as 
well as the particular Turns and Periods 
of Kingdoms and Governments ; it often + 


| gorieece. | ie 
jaſtly rapk'd among 

'F Go kow' — 
| +LAW-gIVEr ypon' it, Again 
of Civil Laws, is: ex- 
ponies variable ; whereps that of Laws 
of Nature ſeerns to andunal- 
terable. - For ſince the SubjeQ- -rnatter of 
Laws of Naure reſults from the primi- 
tive Frame and Order ofercated > Nawre, 
on —_— from the rd © 7 

Humane Nature, as it 

ſed- avg nomorem. Wart ad Needles; 

4” neceflarily to 
wholeOf-{ ſpring of Me conlſe- 
guencly be/as perpetual asaniverſal.. Bur 
ow eb Subjett-matterof HumaneLaws 
the Circumſtantials of civil 
Happicels, advanced as/a fit and proper 
toattain it.in particular Com- 
rn nd work Sona pros Lops 
100$ and C eable ; it's 
often-calculated or particular Event and 
Emergencies, and conſequently” is as va- 
rious aSithediffexent Apes, or Revolu- 
tions of Kingdoms, - It's an Inftrumenr 
often adyanced for a particular, and-terh- 
End: and Deſign, and it's 'well 
CE om may: be Twenty loftru- 
ments: of equal us” tor attain it; 'and 
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"The Grounds and Foundation 
conſequently the b Sbyold: ne 


mane Laws is ofte 
and determin'd, Nag : by the os hes 
Decree or Sentence of the Law-giver, 
Bur further, in order to eſtabliſh a; t 
DiſtinQion of Laws of Nature om, 
tive Humane Laws; ered 
it is that ſeems to. oY lag a. 
tion bf Laws of 1 ts 
*em as Innate Rules, or: macs, F3 he 
And Firſt, ſince 1t is conc 
oo or take their riſe from t 
: rame and Conſtitution of 
Nhoate, (infomuch;that God ha 
bliſhed the Frame and Order SED 
theſe Laws, without any poſitive Con 
— muſt follow upon it ; and 
quently in one A& ſeems to have efta- 

Fiſhed both) they may be juſtly eſteem... 
ed Laws of Nature. And this:may be. 
one principal Reaſon why they carry the 
appearance of Innate Pr1 and in 
the ſacred Canon are repre to us ud 
fuch, In this Senſe, Pm fire, they are 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd from' Humane 
Laws, ſince they are fo far from: pix rnb 
their riſe in the Frame and Conftitution , 
of Nature, that they are, at belt, bur. IE. 
moteDcduttions from Lawsof N 
rather certain temporary Rules NED 
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i NT 'n at leaſt, an | 
Roe ina of Nature _ 
ST them the ap 


fon wig that Laws of Nature re- 
from the very Frame and Order of 

"Fon the ſtate and INE > of 

' wherein we were born, 

we fubſiſt ; they muſt id Fonug 

iſcover *emſelves to the Minds of. 7. 
Me even tho? they were lodged in the 

rfi6lt ſimple and unimproved State of Na- 

tute. For as long as we allow Mankind 

to be Thinking Reaſoning Beings, the 

defire of Self-preſervation will dire *em 

to thoſe Laws, without the obſervance 

of which'they can hardly pretend to fub- 

ſift, much Teſs. be happy. In a word, 

they are'Laws of Nature, becauſe they 

are Impreſſions that are ſtamped on the y 
Mitid, from the moſt importunate cra- */ 
vitgsand exigencies of Nature ; and they 

carry the appearance of Innate Principles, 

becanſ@ they are certainly ſome of the firſt 
Suggeſtions that EP a Mind af- 


cer 
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Foe: toa State of Ty | 


ag Na : Man the Gl 


y. thled 
Laws Nature, a9, pm are-Laws 
of. Nature ; es they. immediately 


fall. in with, ſome peculiar Propenſiogs.; 
wrought off with the, origipal-Fra 


Conſtitution of qur r Napuress Itg.valihle 
there are certain InſtinQs,. or-Im 49 
TP Nature, which ſeem- to. exert. ? 


glvcs 
upon particular ARVanD that <Anat well 


_-, + M$. £ __... . ac. ©. Aer T.occww1e7 


. 
" ” 
Ie) 


ah Appla 
Wy Me i 0h, a os 
0} 'erh{elves ſd, early, where Na- 


ture ha mot been new moulded by cQn- 
t x do 


trary Habits, or Education, that T « 
' not queſtion but they have piven a Foun- 


dation to pronounce . Laws of Nature, 


- natural InftinQs, or Innate DoQtines, or 
' Principles. Toconcludethis Argument, 


Another diſtinguiſhing CharaQeriſtick of 
Laws of Nature from Civil Laws, ariſes 


from the exerciſe of Reaſon in the diſco- 


of*em. It's on all hands allowed, 


- that Reaſon is the immediate DireQtory 
"in Civil Laws, as well as Laws of Na- 
"ure," But yet Reaſon aQts in a very dif- 


Ferent manner. For the Foundation of 


'*Laws of Nature being the common ext- 
= -pencies, neceſſigies, or condition of Man- 


E 3 kind, 


. 


kind, as Men, .or ſuch an Order of Be- 
ings ; Reaſon can eaſily fox ſuch Rules 


F ;5will extend to the whole Species , ſo 


as to carry a binding Authority over *em, 
But 's Die woos of Civil Laws being 
only ſome particular Emergencies- to.- 
conlidered with. regard to: ſome--parti- 
cular Circumſtances of Time, Place 

ſons and the like ; Reaſon cannot. - 


* 


; min any thing abſolutely, or fix 4 
ral Rule, or, indeed, declare what is 


and convenient 1n ev um 5 
and CY Civil Laws can ohly.be 
the DeduCtions of Reaſon in Civil Gov' 


nours, with regard to the State and Con- 
dition of their People, or Government 
where they preſide. | 


| of Natural ae 
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Adin; a on Mr. Lock's 
-1 1 gnents'- again$t- Innate How or 


'Praftical Principles; and the frac 
 Emntroverſy determined, 


P: thus aſſigned 

. onegenatgetteprins of Laws 
of Nature,we may ina few Words deter- 
mine, whether there be any prattical 
Principles,- which are truly Innate : But 
before I ſhall conclude any thing, I ſhall 
take liberty to make ſome few Returns 
to the Arguments of a late Author on this 
Subje&. - ( Mr. Lock's Eſſay concerning 
Human Underſtanding. ] And > CON» 
cerning Univerſal Conſent. It's indif+ 
y evident, that Unjverſal Conſent 

not prove any Ideas, or practical 

ws TDs Innate. rl, par na 
Y y roam 
Tar Skeriens, ta ag ij wn 

or W 
preſented to the Minds of Men ; and 
partly from the Frame and Condirg, - 
4 


wm , 


_— =_—_ c- — - — ——__—_——_ 


7 


. verfal- Conſent ; hog 


Human Nature ;*whereby we are forci- 
uf prompted to the diſquifitioh-of *em; 
But yer we arg not willing wholly ro-di 
ſeard the Argument ;/ _ tho? Unis. * 
prove..the.Dow 
Arine of Inhate Idea 
em rr th he x of Law 
ture: tho.the A 
ſay has done all he.cauld ta ruinetheCre- 
ditand CA of it, yet T hopeT have 
proved there is ſuch a thing as Univerſal 
Conſent, ELEEs 
clear Foundation. - But 
maining Arguments of this Author-are 
chiefly advanced a Innate Ide 
but they a wit al force 
Innate HO of 'And there- 
_—_ i remark A ltle on that which 
eems to- 1X te weight on 
and that 3s Nec of Prcpcomev 


ina State of Infa fi robin 6 fe 
4 Contradittion,' or intelligible, nr 
Traths Jhould. bo priate on the Sol 


which it perceives or under ſtands. x05. Sefh: 


et nn 
jew jand come 


= Inſtant devo 
ceived onder' an 6Gtin] nj 


mon 


- . 


can'&e no reafon, why(native 
ally, as wdl as written Laws, 
er zoqui”d Ideas. it's well known, choſe 
thaticontend for Jonate Ideas, 'or Princis 
ples,-do-notthink'they diſcover *eraſelves 
without the [Exerciſe of our natural Pow- 
es and Faculties; and fome-of thoſe ex- 
ternal: Means: and Inftrauments that are 
y wacquired Knowledge, - - 


rence dome pn ak vt ; theſe ni- 
rve. 1PHONS may not 
be: perceived till f eas ive Objedts 
oo ware to'the Mind, -to exert- its 
ers [Faculties upon. | Something 
like-this our" Exercitations on written 
Laws ſeem toreſemble, when we 'never 
apprehend the full Force and Purport of 
a Law, till ſome ſpecial Caſe or Inſtance 
offers itſelf to induce an Application 
| An 
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And thus the want of in In« 
fn beElyacoounted & = 
.the infant Lndiſpoſitians of 


Animal part: Forthe Qrgans 
Tg Ong AS 


to.convex the 

andbcoatoquently any 
eftabl{hany ar P 
der. if —_— inſcriptions Ne cont: 
[This Author allows, there's a; time when. 
a Human' Soul begins to Think,-or exis 
ercile _ of 4ts a Tn Ide 


peculiar to'em 3 we can ſcarceexpec! 
among our infant Thoughts, or mental 
7 nar as long/as,we are {a cond 
cn entertained by the Inventions: of: 
£ and Parents. 'Thus far there 
ſeems tobe no neceſſity ford! 
—_ Ideas or praQiical DE: 
equently, if it ap t 
Qrine ſerves any Purpoſes of 
gion;' I ſee- nothing advanced; 
Tag that demonſtrates the 
it. 
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\\5$72.; But for all fit be als 
lowed char Probabll 5 _ 
oup in this Matter, 1 


of Reaſon, and conſe = they ſeem 
tobe exempt from the Dilquiſitions of 


i Reaſon.” For if Tnnate Ideas are to be 

extmined- and judged on by the Work- 
ings/vf Reaſon, Reaſon itſelf, (I mean 
the Decrees and DeduQtions of 'it,)*will 
agfiper all the Ends and Deſigns of a rea- 
ſonable Being as effeQually, as if a Digeſt 
of Laws were originally recorded on the 
| Mind, 


ALS C4 dd dd af euro 


The Oddundr inf Fomedition- | 


Mind. If this be true, as I think it's, 
in ſame men to. be;the 
Do&rine'of Innate 'Pririciples nmift»be 
laid aſitle, -fnce we cannot conceive tha 
a wiſe Cneator ſhould icftabliſh any'QOr. 
dinande;: without” ſont pectal' Bads and 
S Uſes annexed: to-it, -T maban tach, as ate 
not {rved:any other way. If it be faiel, 
that 'Reaſon-exercaſes coJtrifdicioa Fr 
this Aﬀ/air';: then, Pmiatraid; 'Thbate In- 
{criptions wil rather enlamage rium atls 
vance Religiotrand Morality.” For-thEh 
every one will be apt t&:obtrude hows 
Durga down and wild CS Gm: 

eve $3 coal 

kind maſt oe be = peri Man: 
ganctsor En aſe int 
of Nature, as well-4s that of Grate; 
that whatſoever any'ondhas the 
to affirm; -or fanry t6be written 0n-the 
Heart, muſt immediately: paſs an ObJi- 
gation on-all Mens Aftions; and the Fitt- 
ger of God ſhall be pleaded tothe $ub- 


-rality,” as 'the Spirit -of God has beerto 
the Sbverſion of the Peace art Univy of 
the Church. Whenlbchings then are 
thus fairly laid" ry 'we nay- with 
greater appearance of Reaſon, conclude, 

{ar ovr Ideas and Principtes ar&/adqui- 


red, 


verſion.of the common/Principles of 'Me+ | 


ar” Natal Ref gion! Aﬀeried. 
red;as well as the more remote DeduCtions 
of Science,” and that *riheir intimate A- 


| greeinent with the Ends a ——_— | 
| ram abs fame and ty of our 
TIES 

n, 

DD EEDES - 

your Notion, yet it ma s 
fined bus Ma oe re, an 


no thore-t at "Alli 
+ Cuſtom'of nr 
;/ or, Writing. 
havorigiaally RE Powers 
Facts 'ed diftorer a Rule of Aion, 
_—_— ts Govern dry, in the 
common. Exigences- Human Narure, 
as"clearly: 2s 'if he had Engraven'! it on 
Tis of rote. 
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Of the different Degrees of the Ea 
dence of Laws of Nature, -5"\ 
HG THISD 

T will eafily be granted, that Laws bf” 

n= Nature carry a different- Evi 
to the SubjeQ- matrer-« 

_— and the ſeveral Workings of Res: 
ſon, in the Diſquiſition of *em, - Some” 
Laws diſcover *emſelves by a fingle Con-" 
ſequence, or a ſhort train-of 
ces, whilſt others reſt upon an Evidence, 
that is wrought by ſeveral Gradations, * 
or a large Series of Conſequences or D&” 
duftions. The primary Laws of Nh, 
are thoſe which ent the 
Duties we owe to God,. cr thoſe 
CONCErn our OWN Perſons, or the © 
of our Neighbours. For thoſe that ariſe” 
from our own, or our Net Pro-"- 
perty, are certainly more and - 
remote, I ſhall illuſtrate theſe Obſerva-" - 
tions by a ſingle Inſtance ineach of*em, -! 

And firlt, To Reverence and Worſhip- 
the Supreme Being, which we call : 
is certainly a Fundamental Law of Nu N= 


cure , 


” 


yet 


vs, that, we- have no right-to; 


wihoute ſpecial Commiſſion frombim-/ 


/, 


Frm 


a nrde a ;bour's Property, 6on- 


to Com pho m4” 2" 
V done.toa Law of Nature ; ou 


yer itCemands a-Proof of the Obi 


of CompaQ*'or voluntary P 4 
well as of the Authority of Property, be- 
fore the Law: can be decy pur 
not be denyed: but theſe are Laws. of 
Nature, becauſe natural Reaſon, by cloſe 
Reſearches and regular Concluſions, may 
tions, Pm fure it 


for. the Neceſhities. of 
g ſuch TranſaQtions, is 


2 hr ch Fr) So of. their Divine 
F Au- 


Br The Grountly and Fointtions 
Attthority and ;'and- conſe-"** | 
er erntlitely Hens 
*m, muſt obtain the fame Autho- 
rity 2 Obligation, as well as CharaQ- 
et ! Bur yet, it's manifeſt, Tbyu'Th 
of Nature are to be fu TR 
of Col es, the aches fo not ſo 


- direft and convincing ; becauſe.igi;theſe 


. Caſes the Mind is na is more fatally*expa 
to Miſcarriages. Upon the' it 
appears, that Laws of Nature*reſt upoh 
very different Degrees of Evi And 


now' thus mych 2nd con- 
cluded, it ma e Meafares 'be 


- more exaltly ay Bu the which-are to be 


efteerned Laws of Nature, and which not 
ſd ; which Fundamental, or de of wt 
amine Natare, and which'! *= ſo; 

conleq vently, the Neceffity of Tring 
a depbpleat Scheme of RD of DEWS 
ſeems to be wholly ſuperſteded. 


: j Gere Poli Yew. $3 
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| ni Avi eas Lees 
0 * avg ale Nature, by.fix- 
| ge Manns, it natu- 
me. to en into the Qri- 


and particularly as 
5 to Se labours to prove 
' that the Right and Power of Obliging is 
” the ſame, clpecially with reſpetroGod ; 
| and therefore after a great many Argu , 
ne concludes, From all which & follw 
F at #hereever there i « Rich of Obls Ro 
aud where there is. 4n abſolute uncomroul- 
able Power of Obliging, ter is for thas ve- 
ry 


- 


| quences fo 


Pkg! ng from a Right of -Obli 
it ay _ more an j- Nawon ig T- 


' rroulable Power may” infer 'a' 
" Obliging, 


*rhere 'may be a” Right of Obl 
. they may be'as Ang as Hig I 


The Grail and Folia... " 


"yy reaſon a Right Fo a) 

eceſſity of Religion in getter 
4 Whether theſe Aﬀerion oy true 
or no will appear by arid by,* © 41i0 707 


Firſt, each Premife;tharRighs 


an} Power ha penmgtoa each 
other inthe BrGſe So **tn;" Cena 
Heat and Light in the Sun, So oyrr kan 


ment that they are not'twodiftin& i 
conceived under two diſtin Ideagor: 
tions. 

. Secondly, Tho a Right and Forvericf 


Obliging, are'both eternally inveſted.in 
God, yet it's no more an Argu nent that 
| they imply the ſame thing, than tharrhe 


" Attributes of Infinite Powetr and” 


are the ſame. Nay, further, tho' a Right 
of Obliging may y a Train of <4 
ow from-a Power" of: 


,” or on the contrary, a Power: 


dentity,” than that'a rational 'Squl»and 
Thought are the ſame, becatſe'a' ratio- 


" nat SonlFimplies a Power of "Thinking. 


* And, therefore, tho? an abſoture UNnCOn- 
—_ 


ſo that for that very 


Truth. 


; [See mcranyY 
Page 
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pads eg neg, 
| ror x yg Ga ET 
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when applied to the 
at Bebe Poet df pert <3 For th 
Power and Right; by caſoh' bf the 'ir 
finite PerfeRi chevots of the Di Nivine — 
are Thſeparable in'Gof F 


ſo;. the or ons of 
abd Power is r Nor 


» of Natural Religian Aﬀerted. © ” ig 
Yo gous gin 67 ld thts 


Po; 
thi The of 


in; che ,Diſcourſe already. cited ; for we 
ns That 0s a pun or Pow- 
another to s f- 
ray 8:35 wa fo preſcribes, an) f 23's 1 6 
of comtribati _ the Happi- 
for Ss i Being þ. fo Profere 
#0, — 4xd that God can no otherwiſe in- 
duce an Obligation upon Men to Obey him, 
then by making *em know that be-has it in 
bis rr #6 render them em Happy or Miſer- 
Page 95. 
jw” comainly, chic a Right of Obli 
ing, 44aLaw-giver, does not 
werof Rewarding and Putlbing, is i 


#, The Ortanils on} Founlithats . 


ates to us}; and yer ſuch 
does not give bir or 
nioh overus,” or 
ying him as apr 
Gen on ioaker Waynihgas 
mines to a cular 
ters of Coun xtreme) andlipes not 
induce a binding Avthority "updrcub} Ke 
that of a Law, * Fri or _—_ 
may, by Rewards'or Favours,.be'em- 
auch to contribute ſo- thghly" 6) 
ppitieſs, as to induce not Dots 
os of Gratitude, but the- rcife 
of other ſocial Vertues, and yet'rhey:do 
noteſtabliſh a Right 6 of Sovereign wrt 
Tity uponus. 
'Taa word, 'A Robber, Uſurper, AlaC | 
fin, or the Devil himſelf may” have it in 
His Power to inflict ſuch Pugiſhments'as 
will determine any Man'to AQtas he pre- 
ſeribes, and yer this -Power-pives' a0 
Right 'or Title to our 'Obedience;.'mo 
more than a Rightto inflichoſ&Puniſh- 
ments that will enforce it. © 'Fe-vill eaſily 
nted, that þ - -Power of : _ 
or Rowardia ,Aa conſequent "__ 
' ftibutiogito 1, 4 Happineſs or Mine 


- to hp us tO Purſueand ileGnomfad 7 | 


the" only proper Motives of:0 nitdmal” | 


Obedience, but I cannot coteive” they 


ner fall Sy: tha RY 
or executed,ſo that 

ot Obligation of Obedicace, due to La 
isantecerdent to a Power of Rew rhe BS 
or - . fince it muſt a  BiyE only 


Hands TE El 


7 Puniſhments ; ; 
.«think,that a bare Power 


ards or Pugiſhments, fn 


the Right of Obedience, or [in the. Lang” 
x this Author, #he RES 2 # 7 I 
Piging anther no more than ht 
of Dif penſing thoſe Rewartls or Punill 
ments we have in our Power.. © This; | 
an Aſertion that carries ſo. 
- dence in' it, that. it holds eve LY; 
' For were any SubjeQt placed | 
erat 


cumſtances, that neither 
Puniſhments were left ro oblig him. oo 
for 


eld an Obedience, 

thsacknowledge his gol ny 

his Obedience, Thus 10 the 

1 DefeCtion, tho? the 

is diveſted of 4 Power of 
ies ch end Puniſhing, the. Rebel = 
joying an abſolute Poſleflion of borh; yet 
their Ambition, Revenge, or Succeſs may 
| not carry *em to ſucha pitch of Inſolence, 
- bue they may Rtill be forced ſecretly 80 
own their Sovercign' EE Al- 
well as to that Power 


EE 


4 
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Rewards arid Puni; L 


ns of the cs 
7 and tho* the Pow- 
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ny Havin chabaat es 
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God was pleaſed to: leave the Conju- 
cal Eſtate of his Deſcendents, - tv be 
eftabliſbed voluntary ContraQts, 
he thought. fit to make his an-inime- 
diate \Grant as well as the Authority 
of it.. But:then,, tho? the entring into 
a State-of Matrimony now 1s a 
CompaQ,! yet the Authority that:des 
rives upon the Husband from it, is by 
no means apiece of CompaQ ; this 1s 
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er to. enforce it, 

Burt further, the Duty; and Obedi- 
ence of Children is {o far on 
any Ww cm 4 | 
i giv ki re Dams 
ro , 
| . has long ſince obſery'd,: that, Chi/drew- 
obey port Peja re miles 


Tat coataly whererla Ginclion A 


peculiar or extraordinary,,. the Obli- 
gation of the Co mult bear a 

proportion.to-it; and where God has 
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Reaſon, has not 6 fla ency of 

at all rimes to inftrut Ainſelf_ in-che 
Line of Duty, no. more than, ty 
to adjudge. his own Actions. confe 

ble tothe Line of Duty; we 5" with 
ae good an conclude, gx 
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ſuch - 3 Reyctence as expreſſes; it, Fi 
in a chearful Obedience to all inſt; 4 
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the Civil Power, : as it | 
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the; Gov amen ; 
kind of Allegiat Ee: 


wih them to. .Gove am Se yy 
25.0 their Natural. Parcnts* 1ra-45 
it is Property highly d ach. Tof 
Is Dora ons, lgem 0] X 
z- W ft oth , 

ed, that = ! Ratianal 
fuſes. In; rhis-Senſs, 2: 

e. a Property, of the 5 

ell as. that; of Zerra.. 

ut BOW, ſince. the . 


h. a Property, $[-] 


: Fee hn ſuch Ser- 
\Subjed .is 
,- and: excerciſe. Juril- 
wich as. full, Power, 
ually, Subſorſees ro its 
they Unis OF ware un- 
Liv ants 'NOTW1L 

7X: pq a Stare of Freedom af 

p-all this itappears,bow 
Poſition is inAurho- 


fon has a right ro "wirhd 

and Third muft have ſo foo, de acire x 
quently # multitude, fs be? 
either . jointly or ſeparate 


pred thei by Lava F* chink” the Go 
vernment has a Righrof Miegiance Atv 
recedert' to ' Law ; fpt-16, JOVELNINET 


without" 'Compa@, or- Catia * 
is cyrttnt Dodrine Norte , atleaſt with- our 
, Author, 


Atthor, the Man for Original contrat : 
Ira"word, the Sum of what has been 
kitherro offered by the-Learned, is ta- 
keni from the practices of patticular Go« 
vefnthents, rather than from the Narure 
or Reaſon of the thing. Indeed it can+ 
for bedenied, bur rhar particular Per- 
fons have withdrawn from their Native 
Country, but ir is to be interpreted by 
Permiſhon, or Connivance; not by a 
Right of Natural Freedotn, for there 
can no juſt Reaſon be aſſigned, why Per- 
ſons as well'as Things, may not become 
a property of the Government,or why a 
Property is not. acquired ih both, -purs 
ſaant totheir proper Ends and Uſes, by 
the ſame Laws and Meaſures : ſo that 
the Labour and Conduct of the Govern- 
ment in -preſerying, and ſupporting our 
Perſons, may render us a Property of 
ir co all the true cnds and purpoſes of 
Goyernment, in a rational way, or man- 
ner;* as much as the Occupation or quiet 
Enjoyment, of any tract of Land rendec 
ita branch of irs Dominions. Thus 
far T queſtion not bur the Government 
has a Right, or Property, in the La- 
bour and Seryice of eyery adult Native, 
as truly as in the product of the Ground, 
or the Riches and Treaſures of a Coun» 
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poor 
or bra tefs his Z 
and commir_ himſelf and- de apr 1 
ther Government, whether new op-uld, 
As for this Author; he's ſo: en= 
ſible how/ much "the number of!Sub- 
jets contributes to the Ttade,) Riches, 
Strength and Glory of a: Nation -thav 
were the queſtion formally pur and-ar- 
in the Council of 'Trade, and his 


referments, as well as J En- 
gaped upon it, I'm perfw Lo end 


think himſelf obliged ro declare a 
his former Sentiments. - In one Word, 
ir's evident theſe are poſitions; - that 
(withour a Law that enjoyns an Univyer- 
fal explicitAllegiance) muſt render every 
Government highly mr Ae for on 
fihgle- Perſon- can 
wi ing, then may a ike -earOa 
Third, and ſo on to a Body,” 'or-Mul- 
titude, and by. this Means a" Nation 
——_ only be diſpeopled- ar pledſizee, 
conſequently drained of her Riches 
mee Treaſure, bur her own-natural Siib- 
jeas may become her moſt formidable 
Enemies. viel 
And now having offered whivis: fuſs 
ficient ro expoſe the conceipr of harueal 
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Freedom, | 1.chink..I; haye abundantly > & 
d: what was before alſerred, Thar | 
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evi 


-larlycand:de jure in ſuch a State of Na» 
turc;as:this; Author has projected. For 
anentito upon compact from a 
Stare bf Nature, yet if Subjects are na- 
runes! vet 4 of a Goyernment, it's 
impoſſible there ſhould beaBody of Men, 
in a perfe&tStateof Nature, without a to- 
tal difolution of particular Governments; 
for as forthe Independant State of Su- 
reme Powers, produced -as an Inſtance 
cn Aurhor, be Roe very yell it 
oves nothing to his deſign, or ſe, 
 thatis a body. of Mcn Ag Stars of na- 
ture;: from-which a Government is form- 
ed ;upon the Force and Authority. of a 
- Joine.compaGk  2dly, This Notion of a 
State of Freedom. being ſo clearly.con- 


fared by . that property, which every 


Government challenges in all the Sub- 
eds of it, as well as every Father in 


»their Children; I think ic adds-to the 


Rrength: of former Arguments in aſlert- 
ing the Civil Prerogatives of the Paternal 
Power; as it lay-in the original. For 
Adam\being not. only the Great Parent 


';of Mankind, but the ſole proprietary of 
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5 Off:Springs | without any» Collarezal, | 
much 'lefs Superior Power 'to'. defawlk 


Tt from any of his Prerogatives; if Goyern- 


mehr by the Laws of ProvideneOwds 
truly” ſerviceable,” or rather \nectſlary;, 
rhe very Station, as well as" Charadter 
he bare, is ſufficient to give bimdaright 
of Dominion" and' Sovereignty” 2And 
thus far, Thope'T.have, in fotne-meaſure, 
ſtated the Foundations of Civil Goyertt- 
menr, purſuant ro the Eſtabliſhed kaws 
of the Creation ; ard certainly'whenall 
Arguments and Circumſtances are faits 
ly laid together,” there's'no juſt ground 
or colour for Original Compatt.” * Here's 
4 manifeſt Powet and truſt, bur'ir ſeems 
to be the immediate Ordinance and' Ap- 
pointment of God, ariſing from the'E- 
Nabliſhed Frame and order of 'Things 
Nor an Arbitrary Deputation or Cons 
miſſion, . iſſuing forth of 'the hands of 
the People, that were born and fortned 
for Government, and Educated and' mirs 
ſed up under the Wings of ir.'.'T* haye 
proved it from the nature of the Thin 
and the Laws of Providence, and" wer 
we to enquire into the Original of Gos - 


vernments-upon matter of Fact, we ſhall 


find them inveſted in.the Paternal Pdw- 
cr; indeed this Author is forced to ou 


| Bae, and then I think + not. up. 
-  &in:2>Tacic-conſent, 'or compat, as he 
. would have it, no, - the frame of Nature 
girecs:ys to. anothor foundation. + Ang 
wil-muſt own the Ar t has car- 
A, further than I deſigned, 
hink the injuries which theſe No- 
t &n. offer ro the Nchacity of Civil Go- 
vernours,-as well as Maſters of Families; 
will diftate 'an A oo. I have ſty- 
hooty: avoided pplicarions, ' leſt I 
give him a age to make ofe 
of a Common Artifice againſt ime, by 
_ reſolving my Reſentments into oiooy- 
'ulty; | towards. our preſent S 
is an Imputation ſo unju be 
Bs 4 that know me are, queſtion not, 
fufficiently: prepared to is os -For 


'tho' I'cannor entertain ſu 
of Original Contrac, as to be forward 


To place/all m Loyalty upon 'it, yet T 
Hog ney. a fray rr myſelf, 


| oY ern, that will main- 
ip as oghas and Allegiance, 'to+ 
wards his- preſent © Majeſty, as that can 
ſuggeſt, or create, 
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Of the Nature of Moral Good EB 


Aving thusaid theFoundations of 
the Law of Nature,andr ; 
it 


itiall itsFormalicies andAy 
T proceed in the next place to & 
the ' nature and diſtin ion of ''Moral 
vos, and Evil, And firſt, That we 
deſcribe the nature of Moral-Good 
wi greater- clearneſs, it will be 
ſite-to conſider not only the Subjeft Mate 


ter, bur the Formal Reaſons of it, i! '* 


S. x. And firſt, The ſubjet Marrer 
of Moral Good undoubredly ariſes from 
the natural frame and conſtitution'/of 
Things. _ As things in their Original 
Nature' correſpond, er agree with the 
Pritnitive ends, and Intereſts of each 
- other, lo they carry in them a Natural, 

or Phyſical goodnefs. Thus in thecaſe 
of Temperance ; a moderate uſe'iof 
Meats and Drinks, undou ' pre« 
ſerves'the Mind, as well as Body: in all 
its ends and uſes? and conſequently” ir 


is no doubt, > Rake hxGadgnNg 
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to the wholelan "And TEA aut? A 
the ſubjeRt of Matal Good ; fo 
that all Moral Good ng founded in 
the by. 2, han hat airy of 
$ es a Phyſical, or 
Natural [ Good 8 it+ Bur, Me 
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nk 6 Secondly, For the' formal Rene 
oral _ I 7 i, wie Gale: are 
all two e firſt is, 
1t:ſeems: S be immediately dag 
ed from'a Natural Good; and 
25 it proceeds from the choices of a free 
”. 70K And Secondly, As theſe Ch rY 
egulated, according to the O 
oat _ Nature,and Order of 
Thus in the caſe of Meats and Dri 
an-unthinking Brure may,no doubc, re- 
ceive ſuch a portion of both, as is exact» 
ly. accommodated to.the Ends and Inte- 
reſts of ſuchan Animal. © Bur yer, ſince 
this is done purely by a neceſſary Pei 
[\giple,. or natural InſtiaR, ir canhot 
'rive to itſelf rhe denomination of ; A Mo- 
cal Aion ; but now when the care 
lg0f Meats and Drinks is defi oy | 


2a. thature conſideration of the: 
: Rnd Tatereſts of our beings,and we 
- *em- the-meaſure of our choices, and 
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rains a new denomination ; for 'ris cer! 


rainy a Moral Aion, and confequents 


ly 'a Moral Good, in as  much-as:-it | 
moyes upon the meaſures, "and princi» 
ples of a Nacural Good: Baia 

It's certain, every ation thar:is founds 
ed in ratieual- Mot.ves and: Convictti 
ons; of that reſts on certaim Faculties 
which we are empowered to exert;//or 
not exert inthe diſquiſixion of its: Nature 
is to be eſteemed a; moral ation, /'be- 
cauſe- the conſequences of it are'to be 


_ imputed to us. . And if our choices, and 


determinations are Regulated accord» 
ing to the true nature of the rhing, and 
the Primitive Ends and Intereſts of -our 
Beings, it may juſtly he eſteemed amo» 
ral Good ; bur if we chooſe, and deter- 
mine contrary to theſe meaſures "and 
principles, it will undoubtedly, paſsun- 
der the charater of a moral Evil ; :10 
that Moral Good manifeſtly - includes 
two things, firſt\ it muſt contain all-che 
[aps of a free Aion, Secondly, 

he ' Springs, and Principles of | Ftee- 
dom, arc to move in conjunQion "with 


_ the natural Frame, and intereſts 6f che 


things themſelves ; and conſequently,/a 
Moral Good always preſuppoſes, {4 " 
includesa Natural Good,” I'm _ 

1 ' there 


© "of Natural Religion Aſerted. 
| If here are others that are, not content - 
pion Frowrany of Mora-Good, and /o7iow 
it WW therefore; they add a third Ingredient, 
» BU fromwhence. it chiefly rakes its deno- 
mination. ' For they define it. to be the 
. Conformity 'of an' Action ro.a Rulc, 'or 
Decreq'of a Law-gives; and confequent- 
iy it-ingludes, firſt a principle of Free- 
om;: ſecondly, , a Natural Goodneſs, ot 
an iatrinfick Rectitude of the Aftion in 
all -irs relations ;\ and thirdly, rhe bind- 
ing Authority of a Law that engages us 
to:embrace it from the Will and Plea- 
ſure of a Law-giver. But now if the 
Authority of a Law:giver, be the true 
meaſure of Moral Goodneſs, it makes 
2\\Moral Law, or Duty, . and a Moral 
Good to be the ſame thing, whereas a 
- Moral Law-or Duty- ſeems - to be the 
Complement of a Moral Good. The 
one is a choice of things from their r6- | 
lation; and conſent tro Moral ends and 
purpoſes ; the other, from a binding 
Authority ſuperadded to them. In Mo- 
-Fal : Duties, the Law-giver- is to .pre- 
ſcribe-in Conformity to theſe Ls and 
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'the'\Moral Apent is. to chooſe, apd de- 

| 0 een. Fo elf by them; in Conformi- 

+2y to the Will, and Authority 'of the 
ZEawegiver, bur a Moral Good ſeems * 
8. 
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ome ea Found firs 


be ——__ the choice of a Natyral G 
without conſidering it as ic Comm þ 
or Appointmeat of a 
rity. . But the Snomniaatoarofe thing 
are often Arbitrary, and may-be exrengd-W 
ed or leſſened, without any'injary! to}: 
Truth, as long | aber Latitude! way Kr 
denominations i DUES 
and therefore, we —_— not &. be 
cerned at any Terms of Art, or Modes 
of Expreſſion, as long as there's- an. hp 
greement in the nature bat 
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CHA P. XI, | 
Of the true meaſures of Moral Goodneſs. 


' . 'F. 1. TN order to a further diſplay f 
$2 the nature of Moral Goodneſs, 
not be wa 3v 6 nor uſeleſsto 
conſider the true meaſure of. +Moral. 
Goodneſs. And firſt, I think Pleaſure, 
Wacker of Body or Mind, cannot be 
true meaſure of Moral Goodneſs. 
us much the Obſeryations already 
made/o 2 Vitiared Mind abundantly 
a 


"For 


TI 1} 


——" y, Letur ai PD. 19200 rt, 4 | 
He certainly ; a Yielarod. Mind on 


hf Conſcience miy conceive an | uodiſtur- 


"no 1" 35 2" 


_ = 
+. LANE us, and ergy Natural 


» i bed Satisfaftion;and delight inthe fouleſt 
3 Enormitics; and yet it's ablyrd to pro» 
ounce 'em Moral Goods. - 


Far notwithſtanding any ature of 


' Mind har accompanies them, they are - 


Kill ro, be rank anfong Moral Evils. 
Indeed,-1 cannot 'conceive how: Plea- 
ſure, and Pain can be the meaſure-of 
Natural Good ;.for:the Mind may cer- 
tainly lis under wrong apprehenfions of 
things, and, conſequently, conceive 2 
plealure, and ſatisfaction in real Evils; * 
and therefore-it ſtems to be highly im- 
proper to pronounce Pleaſure, the true, 
and, only. meaſure of Natural,” much 
-more'of Moral Good. No, certainly 
the true meaſure of Natural Good is to 
be raken-from the Original Frame, - and 
Conſticution, or ends and -intereſts of - 
' and the exact AN or 


A of them to-cach other, pur- 


ſuahr-ro it. - When things are thus ad- 


-apred, -no. doubt, but a true pleaſure 


of:Mind' refulrs from them, 5 God 
has ſo. os gracouy __ 1 wy ohe 


ay, 9 Agree 
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powerful Pleaſure flows from. it; atilcaf 


. meaſure ,- or conſtiruent. Pringiple'.£ 


Reference to Pleaſure and Pain [ Eſſay con 


Good. that concerns vs, that \there'sia 


according to. the . Original Qcconomy, 
or Frame of things; but-yer"Pleaſufe 
ſeems to be a conſequent rather:than.a 


Natural Good, , eſpecially; ſince:chtre 
may ariſe this Pleature of Mind; :;; when 
the true ends and intereſts of things, are 
perverted, witneſs the caſe of an, Erro» 
neous Judgment, or Conſcience; and 
therefore I think, a late Author has 
well expreſſed himfelf, when he rells us; 
That things are Good, and Evil, only in 
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cerning. Human Underſtanding, Cap, 2.0: 
SeR. 2.]'or as.he more fully delivers 
Limſelf in another place, . Good and Evth, 
are nothing but Pleaſure and Pain, or. that 
which occaſions, or produces Pleaſure, or 
Pain in us. Book 2. Cap. 28, Set. 5. 


E. 2. Scrondly , The conformity. .of 
our Acions qd Law -ab ne Frome 


the Intrinſick - reirude: of the Subj 


marter of it, cannot be.the true mea{ure 
of Moral Good: ' As the forecited Aus - 
thor too apparently luggeſts when he 
tells us, Moral Good and Evil, i5.only the 
conformity or diſagreement of our Vatuntar, 


Alt ions to ſome Law; whereby Good and 
LJ © i8' draws on us' the Will at 
ower of the Law-miater.” Lib. 2." Cap. 28: 
#4 Seam boars ed thus 
fucly's poſition is' eb” this Author 
advanced''on/' anorher Occafion.'' 'He 
Labours ro proye,” thar the fouleſt Enor- 
titties, have obtained in whole Nations 
ad Socierices of Men,upon a Law of Fa- 
ſhion,: Opinion or Repurarion; but cer- 
tainly the conformity of an Aion, to 
{uch a Law, can by no Means give it 
the Character or Denominarion-of Mo- 
ral Good. . This muſt indeed deſtroy all 
real DiſtinRion'berween Good and Evil, 
 @ndrender{the moral endowments of. the 
Mind,” as Arbitrary and Precatious as 
the” outward Drefs of the Body. - It's 
rrue at Action. performed by a volun- 
tary Agent in -Confomity to a Rule, is 
undoubtedly a Moral Action. Bur ir 
does nor hereby neceſſarily become a 
Morat:Good, unleſs the Rule be-good, 
or the Tntrinſick” matter of the Aion” 

beſo: For without theſe Limitarions ir 
may be as much'a Moral” Evil, as if it 
interfeved with an Eſtabliſhed Rule. So 
thac 1'cannor bur diſſent from Mr.” Lock, 
when he places rhe Notion” of AGE 
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Good. and, Evil, in the conformity» & FF + 


. diſagreement of a. Voluntary Adtion'to Þ} + 


a Rule; tho' it ben@ more than aRule or | 
Law of Faſhion. - 1-grancur.Eſtabliſherh 
the Idca.of a Moral Action; but a. Ma- I 
ral Action is cither. .good or bad,cand 
therefore the Idea. of Moral Goodnefs, 
- cannot reſt upon the. .conformity; of-an; 
Action to. ſuch a Rule, but on»the:In- 
trinſick Goodneſs of the ARtionorRedti- 
tude of ſuch a Rule. | 


S. 3- But to proceed ; There are: 0+ 
thers who place the foundation of Moral 
Good, in the Conformity of Mozal 
Actions, to our Rational Natures;: as 
fitted for Society, and coolotuennly pro- 
portion the degrees of Moral Good, as 
they ſerye more or leſs the ends-of So- / 
ciety. Indeed it cannot be denyed, but 
that the Great and Wiſe. God, hath gi- 
ven. us 4 being, and. Nature- not. on! 
peeolerly framed for Socicty,. but-£0 

e ſupported by -it; and - conſequently 
whareycr.accords with the Rational:Na- 
ture of Man born to Society is undoubtly, 
a Moral Good ; bur 'tis viſible Mamin 
his * Original. Frame, bears a. chreefbld- 
Relation ; to wit, Frame in Relatien;to 
God; -bis.own ' Being, and wy. 
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$i from whence ariſes thee - 
_ Good.” ' Now-the. 
neck: Attions to- our- ae wan 
tares; ks cteated- for | 
at eng Ge ck rap 7 
our in it 
orasir ſiunds fupported by Socicty, bur 
it cannot give us an Idea of Moral G 
with/i\refpect -obex our wacrrary gs 
conſequently otion-cannot be an 
adequate meaſure of Motal Goodneſs. 


4- Having Aid thus much Negas 

| ave? -it remains that we-endeayour to 

Srate it in a politive way, or detertning 

'what'is the true and uate meaſure 

of:Moral-Goodneſs. And firſt, it's uni- 
erſally allowed thatMoral Good i im 

-aRelarion in _ ga te of it.» ran 


| in-rel vice, 26g 
== there eres vw, at 


Standard, apt 7 hargrn 
ns it bears to it; and this Stan« 
\dard, /may'' nor improperly. be called a 
| wor yon which Weare.now con- 
cerned -with, reſpets rhe Actions of 
Men;-and ſince the Actions of Men, 
-withreſpe&t to a Threefold Relation, 
- which we bear ye God, our-own 
% Beings 
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Beings and our fellow Sho cps 
ander three ſeveral Denomination 
meaſure of Moral Good,” 'maft” 
to'each of 'em. With Subriiiffi6h,th 
preſume the proper meaſure of MS 
Good, muſt bs taken from the Orig at , 
Frame, Ends and Intereſts of '6np *BE- 
ings ; 'we are- ated by *invi pt6- 
penfions, I mean thoſe of ſelf" refers 
vation - and- deſire of happinefs,” chat 
will engage us to examine” and cons 
ſider 'em, and the experiment will fur= 
Miſh us with a meaſure, -ro determine the” 
Goodneſs of all 6ur a&tions, in our ſeve- 
ral incercourfes with God, our own Be- 
mgs, or -our fellow Creatures. It's cer. 
tain there can no aCtion be truly Moratly” 
Good but what is conformable to our 
riginal Frame, and 'rhe \ prime 'Erids 
and Intereſt of our Beings'; and 
whatis really thus conformable, is reals * 
Iy and truly- Morally Good; and cons * 
ſequently the Frame, Ends, and Ins” 
tereſt of our Being, muſt be & proper 
Standard of Moral Goodneſs.-- God has 
cen - graciouſly pleaſed, to give us a 
Being like himſelf, the great exemplar 
of all Perfcftion- and Goodneſs, and he 
has annexed ſuch Ends and Intereſts to 
it, as will lay a Foundation for ng 
NAT 
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hat-rhe Truth and Adthority-of 
- Where Revelation is wanting; 


by the Frame, Ends; 
of our Beings + Reaſon can 


an eſtimate no other way ; atid 


ly alt other meaſures of Mos 
muſt at laſt reſolve info 


and Evil. Now ce air 
ever we fix the Notion of > 
whether *ris the i 


ance tor of 
Laweiver, it's abundantly. 

che Lines of Moral Good wh. food and 
unalterable : For ir's manifeſt 

ral Good, ns. ers Ne | 


* FEfabliſhed in the frame of 


rure, and conſequently if = | 
- Nature is unakterable, Moral mo 'Þ 
| beſotoo. ayes we may Tz, ; 
cher yer; the great creator of all chi 
tho' 1n himſc the maſt X 
free Agent, yet was governed. 
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© "Gobe oy *it; Mord! "4s well as 4l 

© Goodne $, is as ctabls as the divine 
Perfecions ; conſequently is in thee 

nohet fence: 284 and untlterable; 

From hence we way obſerye tiow rmons 
Krowtfly abſurd is that pofirion advan-. 

| 6 KG of Men, who firft outlived 
e they thought 

# <6f the ' Notion; that there's no diſtih- 
BS &tion hierween Good and Evil ;; char all 
he Tmpreffions of the "Mind, are ro-be 

” *refolycd into mere Habits Eſtabliſhed 
4 as Exan ; of Edacaribn; and -confe- 

| e Good and Evil of all Actions 

| ; Ho which reſhlrs from-the De- 
S tyre of poſitive Laws, Pie 1-.op 
ane or Divine, is nothing elſe bar 4 

7 of Faſhion or ' Opinion. It's abun- 

icly concluded; God has given-us 4 

ecuftir Fra nd thereby Eſtabliſhed 

$5 *nds.and Intereſts intereſts fuiradle to it: 

N a " And 


F eulties are regulated: by. the Lays 


Being, ! is that. we,call a Natural Goods # | 
and, what directly. claſhes and, ioterferes: 
with-them, is aNatural Evil, Jy $, or 
cluded God has endued:/\us with-po 
, and faculties thar, if duely, exered, 
diſcoyer 1t0:1s; the . true: nant jv 
and Intereſts of, aur Natures, and and how 
all external things affeer 'em,| and - Ape - 4F 8 
more or leſs Subſervient toi 'emzand - 
after this he has endued us with a' powers 
to chuſe and purſus what is truly 
feryient to theſe/ends. The very frame 
and condition: of our. Natures, as they. © 
are to be ſupported with, ourward fucy } 
cours and conveniencies, and the ſenile of |. 
pleafure and pain ſtampt-upon our Na- | 
tures, and the defire of the -one, and 
fatisfaction -in enjoying itz. i and, the - 
dread . of the. other, and the. uncaſi- 
neſs . in Tuffering/it, are proper and &&- I 
fectual - Springs-ro ſer all our. F 
Powers on work, and fix * em-.0n their " 
proper Ends and Objects ;-and all.rhis 
proves a moral Capacity, to purſje; 
embrace that which we call Moral Geo 
and unleſs -our. Natural Powers and Fa 


TR" of natural, Good, nin 


wv lei <6 x et 
ye Aion ſhould aha th Oh, py 
ou Goodi Itmult be cans | 
| D tas the biafs of Awimial: ſenſavis | - 
. One ſures, is ſo impetuobs in cors - 
© rbpred Hature, thar it often hurries 'us ; 
| 6f "tothe ipitſuit - of every, thing*thurt - - * 
* Nitkesw#" preſent Reliſh, without econfi- : 
| whether-it accords with the true 
: Bo Iritereſts of our Beings, -at - 
- Baſt} fi'that meaſtre or manner we ſeek 
| oy them. Agait, it's poſſible che 
$54 by 'force + F Habit, as well as 
; paves of Edu ation, and rhe'Faſhion of 
Country, 'may be ſunk” ſo deep into 
Carnality, and” fo tinged with brurat —7 
Ehjoyments, as to be nor'only difabled- 
. ffom making the leaſt Enquiry into the 
reve Ends and Intereſts ' of "1ts Bein 
© bir r6' receive 'an undiſtutbed Sacieths 
K etioni inthe praQice of 'em, fo that they 
may "appear as narural as the moſt” re- 
If: AQs'of Morality, yet this does 
no means deſtroy the Foundations of 
oral 'Good ; for it is nothing elſe oo 
oi - Kind of Spiritual Difeafe; and co 
s | == we may as well ſay there wo 
inally no "true Foundations "fop 
th; becauſe rhe Body is over-ttin 
* with 2 Difcafe, as deny. the Foundations 
o pneny, becauſe our Natiyo' Oapa- 
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Rel on Me Lacks ok 
on. » [IOHEUP 1.0, via 
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s. gy F Aving ora, thus: wuch 


upott the" Natute and Dj: - 
ſtintion of Moral -Goodneſy,.] cangd; - 


_ diſmiſs the Argument without beſtow- 
ing a few Remarks on. the Author of 
the Eſſay, concerning Fumane- Under- 


Banding, upon his advancing 'a Law: of . 


"Faſhion, or Opinion, the Rules, 


or Meaſures, of Moral « I ſhall / 


. not conceal whar he has ſaid in Vindi- 
"cation of hingſelf Mr. Lowde, 


' [See bis Ep. te the Reader Ed. 2} 1. was 


there not laying | down- Moral, Rules, 'but | 


# 


 / Pemang, the Original and rn 0 Met | 


- Tdeas, and enumerating 
© make uſe of in Moril i R 
thoſe | Rules _ true 


= tho* the 
> Mr Dbeoire mighs he when 
©, z gee an EE! 


ra Now | of 4 | 
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4 deſoviprion- ' 
\Evil, purſuant to the deſeriptionebe bad || 
befoce-given of Good "oi on | 
Gold end. Evil then is only the Confatmity 
8» Diſagreement of - our Volantany reddtions 
70 fore Law; whereby Good" andriExud;is 
- dramn upon us, fromthe Will and? 
the Law-maker:;- Here's a ſtariding defi- 
nition of | Moral Good and-; Evil, amd 
'this Author -muſt own-that a definition 
of Things, ('fuch as Good-and Evil )-is 
a diſcoyery of the preciſe Nature of 'em, 
as they- are'in- themſelves, ang rcouſt+ 
quently it muſt imply a diſcovery of the 
rrue' meaſures of -Moraly Good and. Bail. 
To procced then, the'Nature:of M 
Good and Bad; is here made co-1 
inthe conformity of whe rams rae 
ian- Accounr ſhould be given of the-feves |} 
-xal Rules or Laws of Moral 'Goodnels;, | 
ny WET 
'Or'. 


f 


Bp ye ”"; 


view ir ivits feveral |} 


1 alufirioiſly p ' a 
. 81h! rhe-+formalities” of Kr <A. = 
\Tent their 


3 *that- 
> rey and Character 
Uponihis, he'ptocceds to ens mpegs os 
feveral Yn of - Moral Good ;-and 


Mora! Good, hey of 
- he pives us to uti- 
is Thne ou y the very Ti- 
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are Rules of Moral Good and 
| tbo and Sed 14. he cxprefly tells us, 
Phat by taking the Rule from the Faſhion 
' of the Wndwryy the Mind hath a notion 
of \ Moral Goodneſs or Evil, which is the 
tonformity, "or not donfermity, of any att» 
0 70 that Rule” Now what L "It his, 
; butto-deſcribe the real Nature of 'Mo- 
rmb:Goodneſs in its true meafures; as 
' wel kinds. /- It's evident,” it wasthe 
- Buſineſs of Se; 5. and the reſt Branches 
feotrir by the-Laws of merhod and'ory 
_—_— ir's expreſſed in the very'Coty 
dufion;-Sef. 14. and therefore.we- can- 
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reat Wa 7H Lect, #61 Tha# 0 
whether aft tons maile wd, 
worally Good or Bad. Bar- furthee-co 
— off all this, Mr.:Loet: | th 
$2#. 157 20. Whereas” the y 
affirms, that we have'a notion* of | 
ral Relation, whether the Rule be-true 1 
a ae 5p arp rep wp body aan | 
eny, et I ve/ -prdyed,- 
we: the CRT of all Moral Goodnels, 
depends on the truth - of the Rule, "not 
on the conformity of an AQien; to 
Rule, whether true or falſe. ' The for- 
mer affirms, that the Idea, os: Notion, 
of Moral Goodneſs, ariſes wget 


- That they only repent th 

which len. an PE pores | 
wW indiſpenſ!bly requires | 
odneſs of the Rule, _ | 

ra of himſelf, web oe 4 
ann kr cer fongm | 
naTure irrue, by ' 

in, the” Will: or Commaids of God; 

Book' ix. Chap, 3-'Sett. 6. and'1$+ hs * 


ve We Were aſh, ms wh 


. Y : | 
os, - od | 


the. contrary ) 
bod nd evil Anrecedeny to Re- 
ya, is not -Exernal and Unaltera- 
le; but may be'founded 0n-a Law of 

as a true -meaſure of . 
5 for as-this Author obſeryes, the 
| conveniences, and inconveni- 
= things themſelves, may deter- | 
+ mine. our-choices, without making cm 
_ the Rs olable Rules cf. Practice. See 
; 64: Book, x. Chap. 3. and Sect. 6,2. 
- Chap 28. $9 chat 35 han his ſecond 
| Tivggic ſtand affected, 1 cap fee no- 


| beckiona: , to induce a belief that 
not intend to ſtate che. {eyeral | 
; Home .of Moral Goodneſs, and-cOtr 
aſſign a-Law of opinion. tor. 

me "MM. *\ have. hicherto aſſerto | 


| habig- bur. from; Arguments. Le 


6 "Mr. Laet's own'W, hard | 
\— mewith; opt Fon bub ci ie 
yond'his Intentions, Im whe 
retzarks-ate juſtifiable, * whill> it old} 
_ expreſſions remain! ro. propagate the # el | 
EQion;” at leaſt in every 'incaveiouy” }* 
Reader; char-has not peruſe His" 
face; for certainly, fince'in the C 
of this Eflay, he brought” 'the' foul: 
eſt 'Enormities, uadet 'the Chara@ter 
a Law of Faſhiop or Opinion," BwF x 
bow 3- Sef. 9, 10, 1x: he 
to have cancelled moſt '6f- thoſe” | | 
afoges 1 have cited, or ar leaſt ex" 
preſly declared, thar a Law of Opinion 
was never'to be admitted a meaſure of" 
Moral Good, -unleſs the Opinion is ex 
atly conſonant to truth,- or the nature. 
eget nor a rule of Action, bur'aF' 
it correſponds with rhe Law. wIOIY. | 
or tevealed Religion. 


2. Having ſaid thus much, wy 
me ” Mas ro offer ſomething concerf-! 
jog rhe neceflicy of advancing ſubs: Þ 

FE Now certainly, in order to the* "Þ 

on of Moral Goodneſs, ot the®-} 

ons Branches of it, there's not” the* 

leaſt neceſſity, for bringing a z Law"of* | 
Faſhion into the Lift. ' 1 FRO! 


wirths 
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nels; and therefore:-thata Lawof 


- Faſhion, -ſhould: be advanced as a Rule; 
_ to:eepreſent the. Nature of Moral Good+ 
neſs, can never> be fairly accounted for, 
; (ugh Law of Nature,or. atleaſt. 
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' the Law- of Revelation in conjunRian 
with it,-is che only meaſure-of Moral 
Goodneſs: Infomuch, - that-a Law-:of.l | 
Faſhion interfering with one or both of 
'em; is.not only deſticuce of every. grain. 
- of: Moral: Goodneſs, but canngc. cans: 
- cel one grain-of fin or guilt, when fol- 
layed in. oppoſition to. cither. - This 
' ingho;caſe of Duels, or any; other far - 
© ſhiogable Enormities; for. Laws ofiNas; 
Hoe we paper f oy when 
= duly.promulged; are juſtly preſumed. 
| oo) # of Broth uhh, Rules, of - 
3. Hamenc; Actions, andthe: faſhion as 
" Publick reputation 'of. ag. a" þ 
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. warrantableneſs-of ir. © Th 4'Wefd,* this 
Author might have confideret}; thatht 
had givet- the proffeſt | {rh moretlieieny 
the Authority of Laws of Faſhion, .and 
conſequently, that ſich Laws tre ver! 
unfit repreſentarives of the Ideas of Wh 
ral Goodnefs, ctrrainly it hid beef 
allowable; and needffary, tohave 


an avowed Tmmorality - into the * 
piven ir the Charadher and Amhonicy'af 


aLaw;and pronvuriced'it a meaſure-of Vote 
rune; of ' Moral Reftitude, 'or GoothreſF,*vv 
at leaft a Branch of it. But trilly ji 8% 

n b ” fo nd ws han 


. method that r#ther 'WITGS, | 
eſtabliſhes rhe Tdeas-of Merl Godt. |. 
tiefs, or inſtrudts 6s fo bow thother” 
Jocb" Attions fo made ; are morally Over 
Bad. \ Indeed, had” he 'cande 
toar- old Diſtinion of Good and Evil, 
#:d pronounced aches > 
_ el 
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ver aſſigned by .the incelligens 
Mankind, for _ meaſure of. Red 
Qirude of a'Rule, much 1cſ$ for a true 


and proper Rule:of Action ; ino, api» 
ons the — ReQitude af —_ 
ning A or: 


ſtom,  and-the - praQticcs... of 
an-Age, and then the Action: has 
— embraced. _ as: 

and Eagernels, as if:4t\-were:zens 
dyed with-an Intrinſick and 
were - tobe ranked undtrithe.. Tire af 
Moral-Goodnets. And therefore;..chis 
Author, hes: offered  Viokenee-+2o: the 
notions of - Mankind, Jan: particuladyt 
o&the: Ancient - Moralifts aide; Phildſes 
Phers,. in; pronouncing 'the! Faſhion ofa - 


Qonoreep:Upr/by a hwy: 4 
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Vers and Vice pon it For fieſd'ir 
as ba-wd Law on this Author's''own 

| $ Soph mate wo 
hc) ein toad ger nw 


lizr-co na Law of for 
nn 
Morel @aodncis,: or 


in che Woeld,” by an Intrinſick Ms- 
ralReQitude. This Feotild evince' were 
it neeetary, from the' whole tribe' of 
Heathen 'Moratiſts, 'who always fhxed 


the'Notion-in irs Agreements; williche 
dictates oftighr Reaſon; and the Ot 
nal Frame;Ends,and Intereſts of our 


tures./:-I ſhall at this time contea#/ly 
&lf.with/ ſome Authorities, from” thiic 
Learnod-Moraliſt he has cited: 
pore his own Opinion. Thus he/ 
to theſe great Truths in's Multirude'sf 
ans els ieetoa ind rerui lhe 
gue [cenmdumNaturam ſunt habere deletimm. 
Lib.-3:1dr-Fin. Sedt. 4. aefita enjor wit 
tas oft; non quz relinqueret naturum,-ſed 
qu rorevar; Ib. Lib.” 4: 'F. 15.50 hominid 
- ..— ——_— T is Anime" Ra- 
tonis, 
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tienisz ex qua wirtus oft, ME Ratienis Ab-. 
Jolutio, definitar.. Ib. Lib 5.1 Sylgei Kitr. 
405;cadem inhowine 4c Dea «ft, + 2 F 
Virtus. nihil aliud: guans.. perf fect kx 
ib Sumtren perdudts 'inatura; oft" 1gy hg 
| ninigan Deo fimplitude, Lib: de Ji F. 
| Sq ahit Vertue wes never vſtegmed. 
precarious Thing: this A 
.gelicd ; rhe k Repural 
-AQtion was-neyer the meaJure. 'of (ay 
tue, but Right Reafon, ..and.the Frame, 
Ends and Jntereſts. of our;Beings, elſe 
xs. impoſlibte Verrue in Men, ſhould 
_ be the ſame with Vertue in. God, 'and 
Men to refemble God in it, 29 this Au- 
t oc excellently oxprelles himſelf, - 
From all this ir's;manifeſ},-rhar; Ver- 
.ruc: was; rather eſteemed the, Standatd 
97; Meaſure) of Praile, than Page. of 
.Verue, and. that Honour or Praiſe, was 
— 2B&F<x,exrolled:: or appealed. bet ys as 
1; the Pradud&t of Verrue; and 
- of. xeward t01it. Thus meh; pri 
\thox. couldnor.; be ;Jgnorant; of, when 
.the..Moraliſt explains the. yELy: pallige 
be: has cited almoſt with." zhe fame 
BEWh : and makes -it a-deſcripkion, be 
the chicſcſt Humane Good, GR 
fs itt Vertwe, or; is attained 
wok ipſum fit a per ſe,.-a Va os 
w profettum 
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Nitro} Refigiht Aﬀerted, 21® 
prfeftin vel in ipſa virtute fitum, ſul ſponte 
laudabite Twi. «ef. lib.z.\$:20. If this 
/ | wilt 3ot'contenc him, I ſhall refer Him 
: | ro another paſſage that ſpeaks our wha, 

: haye afrcady afferred, and Will infttuer 
© that Verrue is the Meaſur 
pi? "Praiſe of 'Vettiie. 

$4 5 dAmiratio, ohne ogg 

viphutems "& ad eas afttontts \ the Virtht# 
ſunt c ſet ane, " refertur'* Eaque ombla ©! 
"ab ita In animis fait; alt ita geriois 
Fit,” und" nomine 'honeſta ticuntir* Lib. $ 
He Fin. S. 21. "This, if 1 miſtake nor, 
is to define Honour by Vertuc,nort Vers 
re by © Honour: or Reptitation, as Mr. 
Lock would haye it.” Up6n- the whole 
then Tp eluthe; it appear9thir this Law 
of " has no/ Mor&fotndarion” ih 
the row principles 6 Moe#Hty, that 
there's neceftity 'for the {riveiſtibn ; "thir 
it practiſes as thuch injofticE por the 
"Advocates for Merdlity, "us It 
2 r$ Tinpertitieace- 68'Evif defign 
' Aurh6t, anid'in # Wort! it's 
 ieab) deftirare of 'Solid' Arguiry 
aj to'Tupport it, whe 
-but” the ' faſhionable Immotalitics' by & 
E&rate ole can aſſert' *its truth; 
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tioa of Conſcience, : 
knowledge of the AN uty., 
and a .direfting..Power es; Fagniry s. 
conſider. the. Nature. of. thoſe, 4 | 
© WC.arc about to execute, by., alying 
'em. tothe Ling of }Dury, . This 4158 
| —_ ſo, well-knowny that; no.,one, 
difpute itzthat allows. che.uſe.of Ree, 
or. make'vs, creatures that, can..act 
Law, or are;capable. of bs organ 
hy, iz... The principal enquiry then 11s 
concerning. Gonſgience; with fol 
-paſt Actions,;zAud firſt ic;s.a try 
oy _univertally. agreed. u 
Man is -ndugd ah Powe 0 


i Shall : not ms enlarge 


Mainzaincd;upon theFowpr of M 
anflchs Power of Refieion is fqup: al. 
& inthe ery Power' gf, Bepſon'- Fox.v0 


:RafieR ,;and- Anigyadvert -, Upon. 
thoughts, is ena oo FO 
OY and _—_ 
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"of Nitliral Religion If ted. © 


FE) ; Man acts yponThought phi Deliberation 
and Argyjnent, he cg ut be conſci- 
ous that he thinks, deli cdy and' ar- 


fit conſeguently that he acts {ri 
oo "to it, Indeed: I preſume, co thihk 


= and Act, "Y to conlider or 
, we*rhink, deliberate, or a 
ws, 5d "thus, are two diftiver fs 
We Mind. but whether we think, 
Eb, deliberate, and reflect. upon, Our 
Thoughts i in the ſame; or different Mo- 
ments, © is” no way- prejudicial ro” the 
Doctrine of Conſciouſneſs. To pro- 
'cced then as ye can reflec, fo we' can 
animadyert upon the nature of paſtA&ti- 
ons; 'for' thoſe yery facultics that enable 


us to deliberate, and judge of the Ny 


ture'of an Action, before it is executc 

will enable us-to pals as clcar, if ner 
much better judgmenr upon it, after "1s 
over: For then we view it in all its 
Aſpects, Circumſtantials, and Appen- 
d: Now certainly Conſcience cou- 
tains both theſe Powers init; 1 mean a 
Power of Recollecting and a Powet-of 


" Anitmadyerting on the Nature of our 


Actions ; for without ſuch inſpedt- 
ing Powers, it's impoſſible there can;be 


| FL thing as Conſcience, Bur then 


which gives us rhe principal and 
Q 3 forma! 


az 
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formal Notion of Conſcience, is.a Power 


of rrying the, Nature of our Actions, by 


ſome Law or Rule of Action. What- 
ever the Nature, of Moral, Gagd.and 
Evil may be ; I mean whether it, conſiſts 
in. the: conformity of our Actigns.to a 
Law, or Rule, . or their diſagreement 
from.it, certain I am the: Acts, jor Powers 
of Conſcience imply. the cxamunatzon of 
an. Action with reference to a ,aw: or 
indiſpenſable Rule of Action; whereby 
it carries the appearance of a Naty. or 
not a Duty. For Conſcience ungdoubt- 
edly implics a Condemning and abſoly- 
jos Faculty in it, and theſe are . exer- 
ciled wirh reſpect to Dury, , and Duty 
ariſes from the Obligation of. a Law : 
$0. that Conſcience,is undoubtedly the 
meaſure of our Actions by x Law; ,,In- 
deed, this is fo much the formal. No- 
rion of Conſcience, that it runs thro' all 
the inſtances, and exercitations of Con- 
ſciences; for they are no otherwiſe di- 
ſinguiſhed than by the different Laws 
that Regulate them, as from.a Law of 
Nature, Law. of Revelation, or . Civil 
Polity. Bur hen in order to the paſſing 
an Abſolution or Cenſure on our Acti- 
ons, and our ſelves for them by a.Rule, 
there muſt be a Power of Acting -Coni- 

COTS formable 
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"0115)f0Natwriel ReMgror Aﬀſerted. 
naar Cl . Ws 

"Formeble *o this" Lawiior: Rule!;' for 
Iwithoir-rhis, + the' -Adtion with ':ars 


i414 "Conſequenees,'' cannot-be 


n imputed t& us. This is/implyed inihe 


notion of a” Law,/ being aiRule 
ro Rational Creatures that have 
'to- AA, or” not AR? on Rati: 


"ofief! Metives, - and | ConviRtions 3-10 
that Confcience contains: a great- many 


differett -movemetts, or workings an 
it.” Firſt, A Power of | Retaining. +$r- 
contly, A Power of Animadverting; or 


'Refleing-onpaſt Afttions. ' Thirdly, 4 


Power ".of applying,:: and - comparing 
them with a Law or: Rule. Foxrthly, 


"-A Power of difcerning-the Truth, Good- 


nefs, or Equity. of the-Rule, Fijehiy, 
'The Obligation and Authority of- it;; 
and Laſtly, *A Power of- afcribing:-rtic 
Adtion'to our ſelyes, -by acknowledg- 
ing- a Power of Aﬀing in Conformity 
to this Rule ;; whereby the Good,' ar 


Evil, Guilt or Merjt of the Action may 
be ſbme;: way imputcd: to us.. 'So*that 


Conſcierice may be juſtly defined-ro:bc 
the Judgtacat. we paſs upon "our own 


-Aftions, whether. paſt, .or - preſent; as 
-feanned: and- meaſuredgby a:Law, Bur. 


how, tho'-a Law-in gencral 15: athgned 
for the mcaſure of Conſcience, (it can- 
'» # ih & OQ 4 nor 


Grams and Fondation 

hot : he imagined that. m— 
fanſio, or are'pleaſed to aſſign for the 
mark, or ſcope” of our Adtions, muſt 
paſsifor rhe true: Law, or Meaſure of 
Cans nota > REIN 
dtreachon,s- or ; 
of an Action gained by'Nambers, and a 
Looſe, Degenerous Age, cannot be a 
Law;,or Meaſure:of..Conſciencesr;NÞ, | 
the” Paſſions, Prejudices,- . or. By-inte- 
relts - of particular Perſons,. the. Super-: 
ſtitious Fears, Enthuſiaſm, or-Diabelj- 
eal-Suggeſtions'of too - many," may-4s 
well challenge *the Charafter of : Laws, 
as any that have yet been mentioned. 
Bur-: co determine this - marter/in a.few 
words. If. we-enquire- into the,.true; 
meaſare of Conſcience, according; £o-ts 
Oripinal Frame ; ir's certain, the Law 
of-God, wherher Natural; or: Reveal'd,. 
39'to be eſteemed the only proper. mea» 
ſure. For-none but a Sovereign/Crea-- 
tor can be the- Lord: of Conſcience; alt: 
othtr Powers, and. Aurhorities,. being: 

only ſpecial tations from hirn ; _ | 

} chat Duty, and Obligation that refults 
from their La reſt upon -a - Divine: 
- - Deputation _ ives being to. their 
ChataQer, as as 5 Authoriry. : 


: Chap. 
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HE Nate of Conſtience 

Re ſtared; T cannot but 

tit on Fe. Lots Accourit "of Con- 

ſomos when he tells us, That it is 
"elſe. but our own Opinion ' ; 4: 

—_ ions," and this 5 oe ed in 


a Petfwafien, hinwever got, . as from Fdu- 
cdit 20; Company, or | the C'iſtoms of a 
_— See ue I. eh 3 -% 4 
xo fpeak the lcaft, I rhink,is. a y 
loſe, and imperfect Urs Me) 
ſcietive.- And to ſay, Lfc4 nothing elſe 
but an Opinion Enwever got ; ſeems to 
Sought 25 God ha Toltiryted no 
Rule oF Conſtience, but rhat it is 
r8* bs reſolved” into little elfe bit. Cu- 
ſtor, "O>mpany, and Educarion., Ina 
word”: 's'- a-Defcriprion * caleifaed, 
fſy-'for an 'Erroncons Conſcience, }. 
rlidhas no other* Foundation but pes. 
ſent Cotwietions,' whether ttue or falfe. 
I will not deny, bur rhat an erroneous, 
AZ. Vitiae 


©2248 


vitiared Conſcience, is in #1arfeKenee, 
ſtiled Conſcience, ' and that* m;'or 


Edncation | may give being to 
= being 


ce; bur then it's it Sctipty 

diſtinguiſhed by the Denomi | 

weak; of Hefiled Conſcience 1 will pranr, 
that it is a meaſure of Afton"rto" thoſe 
that labour under it ; becauſe” as"'Gyd 
has formed us Reaſonable Creatutes, we 
ate to A&upon Rational Moriyes,” and 
Convictions. He has: given' us t10/b- 
ther meaſure of Action as 'Men, and 
therefore the preſent Light, 'or Convi- 
Rions we are under, are the immeaiate 
Springs, and Principles of Action: for 
to AR Blindfold, or without Reafon, 
or in contradiction to-it, muſt” over- 
turn the Frame of our Beings, 'and the 
PraQice of all Moral Vertue. Bar'yer 
God has ſet a ſufficient mark upon an 
erroncouSConſcience,by chargingSin on 
the Error, where-ever aMancan be charg- 
ed withN cglet as to the means of Infor- 
mation. On this Account St.” Pau a- 
{ures us, that the 79:pure, or thoſe that 
are under an erroneous Conſcience, are 
Polluted as well in Mind, as Conſcience. 


© Tit, 1, x5. So that an erroneous Con- 


ſcience being never a dire, Rulc, at 
leaſt not any .of God's Forming ; nay, 


being 


«of. Natural Relrgzan 
ule, occaſioned by our ſely 
ances , ug Guilt, rather .than 
;,4t i$ not bur in a very improper 
. ang extended Sence to paſs under the 
Ye ination. of Conſcience,, at..leaſt, 
Waqut, fome. diſtinguiſhing Chagacte- 
BiEb-apgaxed+ ras rhe Diving, eco” 
.nomy.. of.Conſcience may- not fu er-by 
38. ..4,am, ſure it is Conſcience. founded 
on the true Law, or Rule fLangens, 
according..to..the Divine Eſtabliſhmenc 
of it, .that this Author (ſhould _ haye 
Animadyerted on, as a proof of Inhafe 
Ideas, not a Fictitious Conſtience; And 
certainly it is a very imperfect account 
of ſuch a, Conſcience, ro-affirm, that in 
the true, and proper Sence, of _it, it is 
nothing but * our own Opinion . of our 
own , Actions, tho got by Cuſtom, Com- 
any, or Education; cer:ainly., the 
oundation of Conſcience oughr not to 
have been omitted, which ariſes from 
"the; Conformity. of our Actions to. rhe 
proper Rule, or Law of Conſcience, the 
Law of God. ws 
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Fe Grauids and Famtecs þ 
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Natural Conſctence n tbe; nine 
 Octrmomy 57 Tan "a - 


His: oftered thus ach coniegtr- 


the Nature of Conſtience, 

Fay cog efent the Fontidation; 

and Authori "YT natural CotſeShins. 
By Natural Conſcience, I mean a ©on- 
ſcience that exerts it {elf jn a State'of 
Nature antecedent io. a Stare of "Reve- 


EE c Eſtabliſhed by Teton an'or 
a 


ble Foundation, cven in this Sta 
it ber roncluded, char 1 


> cork OOH Can is Rules ; Ies $"c0n- 


ded, that theſe Rulcy arc diſc 
ro Tn _ the ſpecial. Inftitution' 
inding them upon bis 0h 


Laws, and indifpenſibſe* M 
; of Action; Ir's concluded; thir 
God has Created him withr a Power of 
ine all his Actions to a Rule; '#tid 
a Power of Judging whether his A 
accord with, or deviate from this Ri ry 
an 


terable, being founded in ina. 
Frame, Ends and Incereſts of p.-" 


Principles. Is'vifible- 
us. pe exquiſitely os, of the Vio- 
a9.of. the: Line of. Nucy,, _ of : 


table to hi 
7 Jorma and Myſery4 0 thas pre 
| mag pn "Cx; NEYEr:: 


chey will 
upon Trop. ane; timc of” 


Pther.zAt 
1..vs., with - Horror | ang prin 190 


"ph > eng but chat Ha- 


I 


it Fro Fes" 
119761 


k &< » Th 
- 2 R189 4 


run hot 21207 


116: _ 2Þ6] i=; ++ | WORE 2511137 
go19 7 "OHAP.- "NIX. a I 
M19 1&8 2103G S444 73. 
The Trinh hi ceftaihy Gnſitie 
Mes ary mid & LO 
HIP: and Mnbelever 
Tow cottaikly if whit: has A 


-ready-allected carries'force "4d 
Leaks iff it; there- needs''ng hi! 
more" £6: diſeover: the falſehood; '1 
{ay Setiſcleſs Tmpudence of 'a previ ins 
tion, 'Thar Conſcience" is chin} 
cortain/ Superſtitions Fears cola 
and Froerted by the Power Eocene 
for *ir's ares the Laws of 
are/an \Hwſticurion ' of ' God Sinhkane Jos 
certain 'und -unalterable,' as the diftth- 
Rivns''of Good 'and* Evil; nay "$8 "Bei 
raitt 4nd undlterable, as the Fracht na 
Order 'of Narure,'''Tr's true thei 


versie ſelf intche-eſpoutaband'd 
open: Immoralities;,.... as: the firigeſt 
vertues; and-of: palpable Falſhoods and 
Errors, as th cleareſt-Fruthsz1ir's with 
ſome colour concluded that Conſcience 
is. «7 the-;EffeQs. of Habit; Cuſtom 
, Working the'Mind:;up 
prone x yrs rae Sentiments and 

ons. Bur certainly _— miſtake 1 = 
obvious, for: :this: as: an 


in peg pom proVeS:NAmore;'t —_— 198 

le of: receiving: falſe Noti- / 
ong;of rus cſpoufingi/'em- as 
as and Rules of 
| If rhis/be: admitted: there's no 
y-for. dafcatding the Navine. Qe- 
.or JInftitution:of Natural Con- 
, unleſs; wve:muſt deny:of\ reject 
anexp ivine Qtdihance, becauſe 3t;was 
ke 4 | ShoveiahoNoGINy of 


may": 
tered charnheMlinc-or Und 
ingamay, be warped, or moulded/tg the 
wa of very abſurd Opinions-and 


Notions ; 
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and:'Opinidas; and Pradfice! 
inro-hdbir; and iar the fame rime:Eftd- 
bliſherh a Powerful Familiariry ;. and $45 
miliacity: cakes off the unnaruraineſs'gr 
ancongraizy of Things, -and by-:ura@/of 
ime: tepreſencs-'er1"(To | che: Mind; 56s 
highly: agrecable and; innocent ;" 1b chat 
|'s. poſhble a cultivated mind wnayibe 
coralty/ Debauched/an 

4: 

and 2: judgment | 


the: caſe" of. unciiltivined| > Nurivnyi2ls 
biphly-<oavincing,”-where - cHarmkdds 
become: the object of Educarion, and 

are 


4 
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Fats pu 
ablSed NT i tins CA 
the Aderndant ) and that too'as ref 
and infiexable, as the moſt Lnedyrimnn 
got Confeience, -T mult corifels it's 


oy pn XK But-4 font 
h6-juſt foundation. fot this/aÞ 


x: — (Sy 


gavens ; it's, founded: in the inmuray! 

coupſels..of, infiniue: Wiſdont,, ang has 
the fame. frame, and. eſtabliſuncge with 
Nawtc it felt. & be, 44thindinarian 
confider.this.agd cvxcty anonths ſhall be 
Rep ped Let bim: confider, chat as tis 
peatcgicerendiantion that God bas c- 
Gablifhed am: ble ;@Qecopemy of 
Genſticnce, ſakgll. be: infinitely com 
caendd-to aſketrthe Pawan and Anrho- 
wy 96:36 5: 4-H Witexgthirance of 
his kits. have bloc am gen, 

byaxes: him upiioſe aRcs ſwaſnn,lthar 
Conkeience is: a mere Gb/wearazerState; 
ION ID 1 | | or 
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FRAw/ Relight Are. 
or Church: rEogine, 7 rut to reduce the multi- 


NT the Power and Auto 
| wo o, the Power and Authotity 
7 ion hut 


. him on. fo © 


mY, 


EGS 
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Vi ted! fary; upon; every u 
ring ner, 'and Bow het fnd 
l biribva empry Fears 'will” prove 
 Accufttions, to condemn him rs 
an nrevocable ſtare of AD 
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Coſi tm vemogh 
th like: "Ic , 
1 T Aving thus Girard 
tive Qcconomy of -— 
ix gives, /uS.An | 
ls for thoſe Inſules, thoſe G 
Convulfions it. Coos 


ſolute at the, a 

rime of Sicknals, . 1 I'm. enſible 
endeavouring, x0 allert.a geſpi 
tion, that-,has been- often reſalve: 
4 mere dejection of Spirits, ant Z{pe- 
chondriacal” flatus, or certain 1 mm” 
ous-unreaſonable fears impreſi 

force of education, Theſe are Io 
 Fery: plauſible colours and ſuggeſtinns, 
.r9 4: mind that. is ſteeped Prem - 
.haed- with rhe over-flowings; 'of; Faſt 
Bytbafore this opinian, can, obtain .cxe- 
.dfrand admiſſion, the Authors of..in are 

3ndifpeaſibly obliged ro prove; 

has nor Originally eſtabliſhed, I\Con- 
. ſcience upon certain unalcerable NEa- 
ures, 


monſtrared, that Conte 
ng): Foundation, | and "Original 
Ub reaſoniable:Creatures, 


Agents ; and therefore-if upon a review 
of riry were Ramen - —_ arife 
"by: 6 mgm with a Rule tijat. an» 
Frersthettue Ends and Intereſts of our 
Belidgy; all ithe reaſon/in the World, will 
oblipe ts 'to- conclude, thar they are 
norhnig bur the returns of Natural Con+ 
{cienoe; + "What tho' \a contrary Con» 
"ſcitiſee was Ereted;, ating upon the 
"ſroppeſt Perfwaſions, or- Convictions, 
-yer'it 'muſt now be allowed, rhat dt 43 
aded in Violence, and conſequently 
the'Mind is under a poſlibility of res 
turtting to right notices, and - 
' fits. And certainly - the - eſe 
#ffbrds the higheſt probabilities for the 
"'trath* of 'the 'ſuppoſition. - For firſt 'ir * 
' muſt /be confeſſed whilſt Luſt and -exor+. 
biranr Apperices maintain their Grouud, 
"a Bialſed Judgment ar leaſt cannot eſtape 
- beitig chained to their Igtereſt;--but 
theſe ſeem to depend-upon - the Healrh 
-giid *Vigoar' of the Animal part. '' As 
290! P 3 * - _ 


Ky qr. 
this.is ſhocked, or. enery 
chro! Age-or. ſickneſs, ſo' theſe 
cling and ſuffer; Diſgrace.' | oe 
fare as-the heat-of Luft (expir ls 
Judgment be. Underſtanding w will 


pottion /be-diſcharged $i bee F Is 


the. will view: Es with ant 
nor ) thro? "the Steams of 'Luſt, 
it. were-thro!-a;Glaſs: darkly; Fat Flee 
$o:Face, and in'their naked Shapes and 
Features, . and yer anger (7 our - Re- 
fletions.on paſt Actions will” he ;Form- 
ed upon. new 'Meafures and Princi les, 
he'll be avle ro diſcern the true 
and Intereſts of : Humane ''Narure,, Ind 
thereupon hvikg: all her ARtions to the 
Tefb of this Ruke ; and- this cannor fail 
to /begert new Perfivaſions and” Convic- 
tions,” according-ro' the primitive Qeco- 
nomy of Conſtichce; ſo that ir is not 
_—_ of Sarwar ang the effe&t. of de- 
Valery no-otherwiſe than a 
apour is the cauſe of Eight, 
ary betite it'obſtructed 3: but the re 
eurns of Natural Conſcience ated ypon 
_ Baſis, and exerting 'it ſelf ac- 
to that frame in which it-was 
ereared.. Thus'much the: Latitadingrian 
may diſcern from- the Naturdl efficacy 
of Things. -But beſides 'all this he may 


very 


AST AS. OC 02k 
F PT » ehicbes 
vv ma 
ALY C00 of tas Sari 54 
to dil lay bef6re his Mia a hey bi 
his paſt Acrions. No one can quel. 
bur” that rder of Spurits can conv Kea 
with Spirits, or make their ap Wa 
to.a Spirxual Being, v2 Tonls Ut 
thar he can, if permitred,excite fi OEM. 
tions, and fuggelt ſuck-Ideas, as will re- 
Vive. the.mott confiderabla minutes of 
our Whole Lives, and cnable usSto ing 
*tm to anew. Teſt, and view'en in.ghoir 
proper Lincaments aid proportions; 
and conſequently as they appear tg 
\ich the. ing of Duty; plunge a; owl 
into; the, moſt direful $eS an 
vyulſidns: 1 This is bit. a. br gb Anti- 
cipation of thar future, ,triſor . Wh 
I'm confident he will he- the Tait 
to enhancs,upon all eprobaie! Wie 
Ws pn, the orher pang Hl 9 ne, 


*L4it ering .of  £xF&t 

Fong Soal 0 (= No HP ; W. he 

can diſpure the Divine Influcaces of rhe 
i” + Holy 


T0Bgeu: tHe true. AE 08" 
Luiz'of Ducy, and conſequent 

will neceſſiracs the Ming SIS : 

on every. Aftion purſuant>re 
It's 4n Undiſpured Truth thar che Hay» 
Spirit can Hove and excite the- Bowers 
of rhe Soul by a ſpiritual kind of Con: \ 
verſe, - as citeually as the-Rhetos 
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